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his is the 25th published report of the ABA Checklist Committee (hereafter, committee or CLC),
covering deliberations between November 2013

and November 2014. The committee consists of eight
voting members, including the chair. Since our previous
report (Pranty et al. 2013), Marshall Iliff has cycled off
the committee after serving one term, and Jessie Barry
was elected to fill Iliff’s vacancy. The terms of Jon Dunn
and Mark Lockwood expired in December 2013, but
these ended terms were accidentally overlooked at the
time; both members will cycle off at the end of 2014.
Additionally, Daniel Gibson decided in July 2014 to retire from the CLC one year into his current term, having
served several terms totaling 19 years. For these three
vacancies, CLC members nominated four candidates.
Elected to the CLC were Tom Johnson, Aaron Lang, and
Peter Pyle; see biosketches, pp. 32–33.

During the period covered by this report, the CLC voted
on seven species. (Note: CLC bylaws require seven or
eight votes to accept a record for new species to be added
to the ABA Checklist; records receiving fewer than seven
but more than zero “no” votes may be re-reviewed upon
request by one or more CLC members.) Three species
were accepted and are added to the ABA Checklist as new
distributional records. A fourth species was not accepted.
Votes for the three other species did not reach consensus (seven or eight “yes” votes) during the first round of
voting; second-round voting is under way for two species and was not sought for the third. Four other species
are added to the ABA Checklist from taxonomic “splits”
accepted by the American Ornithologists’ Union Committee on Classification and Nomenclature–North and
Middle America (Chesser et al. 2014); taxonomic and
nomenclatural decisions made by the AOU are automatically accepted by the CLC. The number of species on the
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ABA Checklist now totals 987.
The CLC also voted on three proposed
changes to committee bylaws. Two of
these were accepted and one was rejected, as follows:
1 - At least six members must agree for any
change in the bylaws to be made. This
proposal passed unanimously.
2 - A CLC member may not be reelected immediately after his
or her four-year term. In
the past, CLC members
effectively held eight-year
terms, and prospective
new members typically were
prevented from joining the
committee for two or more years. This
proposal passed unanimously. Each
CLC member now will serve one fouryear term and then will cycle off for at
least one year, thereby creating two vacancies on the committee every year.
3 - First-round votes will be shared among
all CLC members, rather than sent privately to the chair. This proposal failed
by a vote of 3–5; most members felt
that first-round voting should remain
private to avoid early-voting members
from influencing other members prior
to their voting.

New Species Accepted
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Egyptian Goose (Alopochen aegyptiaca)—ABA CLC Record #2014-03. A
recent paper (Pranty and Ponzo 2014)
documented a large and increasing
population of Egyptian Geese in southeastern Florida, with more than 1,200
individuals occupying 1,900 square
miles from Martin County south through
Miami-Dade County during 2012–2013.
More than 75 breeding observations are
known, with most of these recent. In
August 2014, the Florida Ornithological Society Records Committee (FOSRC)
voted 6–1 to add the Egyptian Goose to
the official Florida bird list as an established exotic, determining that it met
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that committee’s 15-year persistence criterion (geese have been present in Martin
County since 1993–1994) and a stable
or increasing population that occupies
a range sufficiently large to survive “major perturbations such as hurricanes or
habitat disruptions.” In the same month,
members of the CLC voted 8–0 to add
the species to the ABA Checklist.
The Egyptian Goose is native
to sub-Saharan Africa and the
Nile River drainage. Exotic
populations, originating from
birds released as ornamental
waterfowl, are widespread in
Europe, with a recent estimate
of 26,000 pairs, including more
than 11,000 pairs in The Netherlands
(Gyimesi and Lensink 2012). The Egyptian Goose population in southeastern
Florida occupies suburban and urban
areas with upland grassy areas for foraging and breeding; freshwater wetlands
offer protection during molt. Most geese

Changes in Brief

–––––––––––––––––––––––––
Species Added Based
on Distributional Records
q Egyptian Goose, Code 2
q Zino’s Petrel, Code 5
q Common Redstart, Code 5

–––––––––––––––––––––––––
Species Added Based
on Taxonomic Changes
q Salvin’s and White-capped
albatrosses, Codes 5 and 4,
respectively (split from Shy
Albatross, deleted from the
Checklist)
q Ridgway’s Rail, Code 2 (split
from Clapper Rail; Clapper Rail
in the strict sense remains on
the Checklist, Code 1)
q Kamchatka Leaf Warbler, Code 4
(split from Arctic Warbler; Arctic
Warbler in the strict sense remains
on the Checklist, Code 2)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––
Species Not Accepted
q Hooded Crane
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are found in residential developments,
in city parks, and around golf courses.
Egyptian Geese are breeding and increasing in southern California, with around
300 individuals in Orange County, but
the California Bird Records Committee
(CBRC) has not yet ratified this population as established. Egyptian Geese are
also present in Arkansas, central Florida,
Texas, and other states, but those populations are not established (Pranty and
Garrett 2011, Smith and James 2012,
Pranty and Ponzo 2014).
The Egyptian Goose is added to the
ABA Checklist as a Code 2 species. We
provisionally place it following Whooper
Swan.

Zino’s Petrel (Pterodroma madeira)—
ABA CLC Record #2013-06. On 16
September 1995, Brian Patteson photographed a Pterodroma petrel off Hatteras,
North Carolina. At the time, Pterodroma
taxonomy and identification were in
their infancy. The petrel remained unidentified for 17 years, until authors of
two seabird books (Howell 2012, Flood
and Fisher 2013) identified it as a Zino’s
Petrel. Shortly after Howell’s book was
published, the North Carolina Bird Records Committee (NCBRC) reviewed the
record and rejected its identification by a
vote of 3–4.
Since its formation in 1973, the CLC
had never voted on a record that was
rejected by a local records committee.

However, the committee chose to review
the Hatteras Pterodroma because seabird
experts identified it as a Zino’s Petrel—
potentially the first for the ABA Area. The
CLC reviewed the record in November
2013 and accepted it 8–0. Shortly afterward, Pranty provided to the NCBRC
several recent publications on Pterodroma
identification, including the two aforementioned books, Shirihai et al. (2010),
Zino et al. (2011), and analyses by Killian
Mullarney and Hadoram Shirihai of Patteson’s photographs. Based on this newly
reviewed information, the NCBRC voted
unanimously to accept the identification
as Zino’s Petrel.
The Zino’s Petrel is a critically endangered species. About 80 pairs breed

3

The ABA CLC unanimously accepted that the Egyptian Goose population breeding in southeastern Florida meets its criteria as an established
exotic. More than 1,200 geese were counted in four counties during 2012–2013, and the total population is thought to be several times larger.
With this decision, the CLC has added five exotic species to the ABA Checklist in the past three years (Egyptian Goose, Purple Swamphen, and Nanday Parakeet in Florida, Rosy-faced Lovebird in Arizona, and Scaly-breasted Munia in California), perhaps reflecting a recent interest by birders in
documenting populations of exotic species in the ABA Area. Crandon Park Gardens, Miami-Dade County; 10 February 2008. Photo by © Bill Pranty.
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from March to October
at the summit of Madeira
in the Madeira Islands,
roughly 400 miles west of
Morocco. The movements
of 12 adults captured at
their nesting burrows
and fitted with data loggers during 2007–2010
(Zino et al. 2011) indicate
that Zino’s Petrels forage
extensively throughout
the Atlantic Ocean, especially outside
the breeding season. Most movements
ranged from off Newfoundland and
Scotland to off Brazil and southwestern
Africa (Zino et al. 2011), suggesting that
the species may regularly visit waters in
the ABA Area.
The Zino’s Petrel is placed on the ABA
Checklist as a Code 5 species. We provisionally place it following Providence
Petrel.
Common Redstart (Phoenicurus phoenicurus)—ABA CLC Record #2014-05.
One first-winter male, thought to be the
nominate subspecies, was at St. Paul Island, Pribilofs, Alaska, 8–9 October 2013
(Schuette and Gochfeld in preparation).
This record was unanimously accepted
by the Alaska Checklist Committee and
by the CLC.
The Common Redstart breeds from
western Europe and northern Africa east
to Lake Baikal, Siberia; it winters in central Africa. Vagrants have been reported
in offshore Japan and the Kuril Islands
(Brazil 2009). It is placed on the ABA
Checklist as a Code 5 species. We provisionally place it following Mugimaki Flycatcher.

Species Not Accepted
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Hooded Crane (Grus monacha)—ABA
CLC Record #2014-02. What may have
been the same, wandering adult was
photographed over a 22-month period
in Idaho (April 2010), Nebraska (April
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held in registered facilities, but some had been
“sent to private holders”
(Azua and Oiler 2010:4)
who were not identified. According to Brogie’s research, all but four
Hooded Cranes listed in
the studbook remained in
captivity. The four missing cranes disappeared
from a farm at Payette,
Idaho, in late 2007 when the owner was
in the hospital. Apparently, these cranes
were banded and had been surgically
pinioned. Brogie and others concluded
that these four birds therefore could not
account for the free-flying individual(s)
observed during 2010–2012.
Because all other captive cranes held
in registered facilities in North America
could be accounted for, and because the
chances of one or more “non-registered”
Hooded Cranes being imported and then
later escaping were considered to be extremely small, it was reasoned that the
records of the free-flying individual(s)
represented one or more vagrants from
eastern Asia. Some observers drew a parallel with records of the Common Crane
(Grus grus) in the ABA Area; that species
also breeds in the Old World, and most

The correct identification of this petrel was not
determined for 17 years, but it is now accepted
as the first Zino’s Petrel recorded in the ABA
Area. Note the extensive white under-wing
patches. The bird is in primary molt, which in
Zino’s Petrel begins in August or September,
compared to October–December and March–
May for the two subspecies of Fea’s Petrel.
Information provided by data loggers attached
to Zino’s Petrel legs since 2007 suggests that
the species may regularly visit waters within the
ABA Area. off Hatteras, North Carolina; 16 September 1995. Photo by © Brian Patteson.

2011), Tennessee (December 2011–
January 2012), and Indiana (February
2012). Records committees in Indiana
(6–1 vote), Nebraska (8–0), and Tennessee (5–1) accepted the records as representing a natural vagrant or vagrants; the
Idaho committee has not voted. Hooded
Cranes breed in the southern Russian Far
East to Amurland, in northeastern China, and possibly also in Mongolia. About
80% of the population winters in southern Japan, with other individuals wintering in eastern China and South Korea.
The total population is estimated to be
11,500 individuals and is declining from
habitat loss (Birdlife International 2014).
Because no peer-reviewed paper on
the Hooded Crane records in the ABA
Area has been published, the CLC relied
primarily on information compiled by
Mark Brogie, chairman of the Nebraska
Ornithologists’ Union, plus information
in a management plan (Azua and Oiler
2010), a blog post (Brinkley 2012), and a
scientific commentary (Pranty and Floyd
2013). The primary reference used by
Brogie was the North American Regional
Hooded Crane Studbook (Azua 2008),
which tracks the history of all Hooded
Cranes held in captivity in North America since 1930.
Through 2009, 25 Hooded Cranes
were held in 13 registered facilities in
California, Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas,
Virginia, Washington, and Wisconsin (Azua and Oiler 2010). Previously,
a greater number of cranes had been

3
With Attu Island now largely inaccessible, birders have focused on St. Lawrence Island and
St. Paul Island as the main hotspots for Asiatic
strays; several ABA-Area “firsts” have been discovered on these two islands over the past 10
years. The most recent stray was this Common
Redstart, the latest addition to the ABA Checklist from Alaska. St. Paul Island, Pribilofs, Alaska;
8 October 2013. Photo by © Doug Gochfeld.
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ABA Area records have been accepted
as natural vagrants. (A Common Crane
in New York, Vermont, and New Jersey
during 1991–1996 represented a known
escapee. It bred with Sandhill Cranes
and produced hybrid young; see Howell et al. 2014). The Hooded Crane or
Hooded Cranes in Idaho, Nebraska, Tennessee, and Indiana were found among
hundreds of migratory Sandhill Cranes
(“Lesser” Sandhills in Idaho and Nebraska and “Greater” Sandhills farther east),
and this behavior was considered representative of a vagrant.
The case against natural vagrancy consists of a number of points, including the
following: (1) the disappearance from
Idaho of the captive cranes three years
before the free-flying crane was first
observed, in Idaho; (2) the prolonged
presence of the crane in the ABA Area
(presuming that only one individual

7

During the 22-month period between April 2010 and February 2012, at least one adult
Hooded Crane (shown here with Sandhill Cranes) was photographed in Idaho, Nebraska,
Tennessee, and Indiana. The provenance of the crane(s) was deemed by most CLC members
to be too uncertain to accept the species as a natural vagrant to the ABA Area. Goose Pond
Fish and Wildlife Area, Greene County, Indiana; February 2012. Photo by © Greg Neise.

This Gray Crowned-Crane (with a non-migratory “Florida” Sandhill Crane, right), a sedentary resident of sub-Saharan Africa, offers proof that unbanded and unpinioned cranes can escape captivity in the ABA Area and associate with Sandhill Cranes. This individual has been present in northern
Florida since 1998. Two other cranes of exotic or questionable provenance, a Sarus Crane in Florida, 1985–1994, and a Demoiselle Crane in California,
British Columbia, and Alaska, 2001–2002, also associated with Sandhill Cranes. Orange Lake, Marion County, Florida; 12 July 2014. Photo by © Bill Pranty.
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accounted for all four records); (3) its
curious movements eastward across the
continent, including switching between
populations of Sandhill Cranes; and (4)
records of other unbanded, free-flying
cranes found among Sandhill Cranes in
the ABA Area recently. For example, a
Sarus Crane (G. antigone) consorted with
Sandhills in Florida during 1985–1994
and in 2008, and a Gray CrownedCrane (Balearica regulorum) has done
likewise in Florida since 1998 (Eliason
1992, Greenlaw et al. 2014). A Demoiselle Crane (Anthropoides virgo), thought
by some to represent a potential natural
vagrant, wandered with Sandhills from
San Joaquin County, California, during
2001–2002 to British Columbia and
then Alaska in 2002 (Pranty et al. 2008,
Pranty and Floyd 2013, Howell et al.
2014).
The CLC vote on the Hooded Crane
went through three rounds of voting—
the maximum number permitted by CLC
bylaws—with the third-round vote being final. The vote tallies were 4–4, 2–6,
and 3–5 in favor of natural vagrancy,
meaning the Hooded Crane will not be
added to the ABA Checklist based on the
2010–2012 records. (At least seven CLC
members would have had to agree that
the records represented natural vagrants
for the species to have been accepted.)
Committee members Dunn and Garrett downplayed the comparison with
Common Crane on the basis of the latter’s much greater abundance, its more
northeasterly distribution in Asia, and its
greater migratory distances, all of which
make the Common a likely vagrant to
the ABA Area. Garrett commented, “I
simply do not think the biogeography
of [Hooded Crane] suggests that it is a
remotely reasonable candidate for vagrancy to North America. It does not get
far north (or east) in Siberia, and it seems
highly unlikely a bird would mix with
nominate Sandhill Cranes and cross the
Bering Strait 1,000 miles north and over
1,500 miles east [of its normal range].”
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There are three records of European Turtle-Dove in the ABA Area: from Saint-Pierre et Miquelon, Massachusetts, and this first record, from Florida. Any or all of these may represent escapees
or ship-assisted vagrants, but the ABA Checklist Committee voted to retain the species on the
ABA Checklist because natural vagrancy is at least equally plausible. Lower Matecumbe Key, Monroe County, Florida; 9 April 1990. Photo by © Wayne Hoffman.

?

The identification of this bird is not in question. It is inarguably a Rufous-necked Wood-Rail. The
bird’s provenance, however, is a matter for the ABA Checklist Committee’s consideration. Was the
wood-rail a natural vagrant to the ABA Area, or could it have been accidentally or deliberately released from captivity? Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge; July 2013. Photo by © Peter Burke.

Garrett also cautioned, “Even with a rare
and conspicuous bird like the Hooded
Crane, there must surely be illegally kept
individuals that can’t be accounted for by
the usual means.”
Committee member Sibley took the opposite approach. Despite “the troubling
coincidence of this bird being first seen

in the same state where several Hooded
Cranes went missing,” Sibley noted that
“even if one of those birds could fly, it
seems very unlikely that it could reappear
in Idaho after being missing for nearly
three years, with a wary and ‘wild’ demeanor, and then hop eastward from one
Sandhill Crane population to the next in
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18 months.” Sibley favorably compared
the potential for Hooded Crane vagrancy
to the ABA Area with documented vagrants such as Ferruginous Duck (in Bermuda) and Western Reef-Heron, Greater
Sand-Plover, and Large-billed Tern in the
ABA Area.
It should be understood that members
of the ABA CLC are not necessarily arguing that the recent records of Hooded
Crane in the ABA Area represent one or
more escapees. Rather, the mixed voting
by members of the CLC—as well as by
members of the Indiana Bird Records
Committee and the Tennessee Bird Records Committee—simply reflects differing interpretations of two extremely
uncertain events (5,000–6,000-mile vagrancy of a rare and declining species vs.
one or more escapees of a species very
rarely kept in captivity). As Garrett wrote,
the CLC votes represent “[a] case where
we all agree that the ‘truth’ is probably
unknowable, and that the split vote simply reflects our individual feelings about
likelihood of natural vagrancy vs. likelihood of a human transport/escape. My

?

Since 1999, there have been four records of one or two Tricolored Munias at Dry Tortugas
National Park, Florida. The first three records were considered by members of the Florida Ornithological Society Records Committee (FOSRC) to be of uncertain provenance—even though
no exotic population is known in Florida—but the FOSRC now believes that a pattern has developed to indicate that the individuals represent colonists or dispersers from the population
established in Cuba. In 2014, members of the CLC did not reach consensus of the provenance
of the Tortugas individuals; second-round voting will begin soon. Dry Tortugas National Park,
Monroe County, Florida; 17 December 2013. Photo by © Judd Patterson.

point of view is no more (or less?) valid
than the points of view of those in support of the record, merely putting different weight on different things.”

To date, the only accepted record of Salvin’s Albatross in the ABA Area refers to one photographed off Alaska in August 2003, but this individual off California appears to represent the
second record, pending review by the California Bird Records Committee. off Half Moon Bay,
San Mateo County, California; 26 July 2014. Photo by © Steve Tucker.
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Status Unchanged
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
European Turtle-Dove (Streptopelia turtur)—ABA CLC Record #2014-01. This
species was added to the ABA Checklist
in 2006 based on a 2001 specimen from
Massachusetts (Veit 2006); an earlier record from Florida in 1990 was relegated
to the CLC’s short-lived Origin Uncertain list, and a record from Saint-Pierre
et Miquelon in 2001 was not reviewed
by any committee (Pranty et al. 2007).
A recent paper (Greenlaw et al. 2013)
recommended that the European TurtleDove be removed from the Florida bird
list because there exists no evidence to
support natural vagrancy over an escapee or perhaps a ship-assisted vagrant. In 2014, the FOSRC agreed with
this recommendation and removed the
European Turtle-Dove from the Florida
list (Jon Greenlaw, personal communication). Pranty proposed that the CLC
consider removing the species from the
ABA Checklist because the Massachusetts
and Saint-Pierre records also could rep-
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resent escapees (all three ABA Area records were of unwary individuals); additionally, Greenlaw et al. (2013) gathered evidence to suggest that European
Turtle-Doves are kept in captivity more
frequently than reported by Veit (2006).
Furthermore, the proposed Europe-toIceland-to-Greenland-to-North-America
vagrancy route proposed by Veit (2006)
and accepted earlier by the CLC is hypothetical, as there is no record of European Turtle-Dove from Greenland. In
June 2014, five CLC members agreed
to reexamine the status of the species
in the ABA Area. However, the vote to
remove the European Turtle-Dove from
the ABA Checklist was 2–6, with Dunn
and Garrett pointing out that the species is highly migratory, that there are
more than 200 reports from Iceland,
and that birder coverage of Greenland is
very sparse. Pranty chose to not request
a second round of voting; hence, European Turtle-Dove is retained on the ABA
Checklist as a Code 5 species.

Votes in Progress
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Rufous-necked Wood-Rail (Aramides
axillaris)—ABA CLC Record #2014-06.
One individual at Bosque del Apache
National Wildlife Refuge, New Mexico,
in July 2013 represents one of the most
celebrated of all potential vagrants to the
ABA Area. The New Mexico Bird Records
Committee recently voted to accept the
record 7–1, and voting by members of
the CLC is under way.
Tricolored Munia (Lonchura atricapilla)—ABA CLC Record #2014-04. The
FOSRC recently accepted this species,
voting 6–1 that four records at Dry Tortugas National Park (in June 1999, April
2003, July 2009, and December 2013)
represented dispersers or colonists naturally straying from an exotic population
found in Cuba. Tricolored Munias are
native to India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka but
are popular cagebirds that have estababa.org/birding

Due to a taxonomic “split” recently accepted by members of the American Ornithologists’
Union Check-list Committee, all Clapper Rails in Arizona, California, and Nevada are now specifically distinct from the Clapper Rails along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts. Their English name is
Ridgway’s Rail. Santa Clara County, California; January 1998. Photo by © Brian E. Small.

lished populations elsewhere, including
the West Indies, Middle America, and
northern South America. The lack of
verifiable records of Tricolored Munias
in the Miami area eased concerns that
the Tortugas individuals could represents escapees; the only other Florida
record is from Pensacola, more than 500
miles distant. Additionally, biologists
from the U.S. National Park Service dispelled any theory that the munias could
have escaped from Cuban residents
seeking asylum in Florida via small
boats; more than 1,000 such landings
have occurred at the Tortugas in recent
decades, none of which has been shown
to have been harboring munias. In the
absence of a peer-reviewed publication
on Tricolored Munias in the ABA Area,
Pranty prepared the proposal, with assistance from Jon Greenlaw, the FOSRC
secretary.
This is a unique case for the CLC, in
that the CLC is considering adding a spe-

cies that may have strayed naturally to
the ABA Area from an exotic population
established elsewhere. The only comparable situation involves the Eurasian
Collared-Dove, which colonized southern Florida during the 1980s via a population released into The Bahamas—but
collared-doves were breeding commonly
in Florida and in other states by the time
the CLC voted, in 1993. In August 2014,
members of the ABA CLC voted 6–2 to
accept natural vagrancy or dispersal of
the records of Tricolored Munia. One of
the dissenting voters was concerned that
the munia population in Cuba may not
be established according to CLC criteria,
while the other dissenting member voted
“no” because the CLC has no policy for
accepting a natural vagrant straying from
an exotic population established outside
the ABA Area. Second-round voting is
awaiting word from Cuban ornithologists
on the current status of Tricolored Munia
in northern Cuba.

31

A B A C H E C K LI ST R E P O RT

Taxonomic Changes Accepted
by the AOU (Chesser et al. 2014)
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
• The Shy Albatross (Thalassarche cauta)
is split into three species, with the former nominate subspecies now known as
White-capped Albatross (T. cauta) and
represented by records off California, Oregon, and Washington (Pranty et al. 2008).
One of the “new” species, Salvin’s Albatross (T. salvini), is known from one record
from off Alaska (accepted by the Alaska
Checklist Committee) and one very recent record off California currently under
review by the CBRC. The second “new”
species, Chatham Albatross (T. eremita),
has been reported twice off California and
will be reviewed by the CBRC. The split
of Shy Albatross immediately adds a net
of one species (and perhaps eventually
two species) to the ABA Checklist. Salvin’s
Albatross is added to the ABA Checklist as
a Code 5 species, to follow White-capped
Albatross (which occupies the space formerly held by Shy Albatross).
• The hyphen in the English name of
the Common Black-Hawk (Buteogallus
anthracinus) is removed; thus, Common
Black Hawk.
• The Clapper Rail (Rallus longirostris) is
split into three species, one of which is
extralimital (the Mangrove Rail of South
America retains the name R. longirostris).
All of the subspecies found along the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts are considered
one species that retain the English name
Clapper Rail but are given a new scientific name (R. crepitans). Subspecies found
in the San Francisco Bay area (obsoletus),
in coastal southern California (levipes),
and at the Salton Sea and along the lower
Colorado River in Arizona, California,
and Nevada (yumanensis) are treated as a
separate species now known as Ridgway’s
Rail (R. obsoletus); other subspecies of
Ridgway’s are found in western Mexico.
The split of the Clapper Rail adds one
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species to the ABA Checklist.
Ridgway’s Rail is added to
the ABA Checklist as a Code
2 species; Clapper Rail in
the strict sense remains a
Code 1 species.
• The sequence of doves following Spotted Dove is rearranged as follows:
- Passenger Pigeon
(Ectopistes migratorius)
- Inca Dove (Columbina inca)
- Common Ground-Dove
Aaron Lang is co-owner of Wilderness Birding Adventures,
an Alaska-based tour company, and has led birding tours
(Columbina passerina)
in Alaska since 2002. When not in the field, he operates the
- Ruddy Ground-Dove
company from Homer, Alaska, with the help of his wife Robin
(Columbia talpacoti)
and daughter Phoebe. Lang has previous field experience
- Ruddy Quail-Dove
at sea, in Brazil, and in Tibet and Bhutan. He has served as a
(Geotrygon montana)
member of the Alaska Checklist Committee since 2009.
- Key West Quail-Dove
(Geotrygon chrysia)
Pallas’s Leaf-Warbler (Phylloscopus proregu- White-tipped Dove (Leptotila verreauxi)
lus) is removed; thus, Pallas’s Leaf Warbler.
- White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica)
- Zenaida Dove (Zenaida aurita)
• The Arctic Warbler (Phylloscopus borealis)
- Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura)
is split into three species, one of which is
extralimital. The Arctic Warbler (P. borealis)
• The scientific name of the Nanday Par- remains the breeding species on the Alaska
akeet changes from Nandayus nenday to mainland. One of the “new” species, KaAratinga nenday.
mchatka Leaf Warbler (P. eximanandus),
has been recorded on the Aleutian Islands,
• The scientific name of the Green Para- Alaska. The split of Arctic Warbler adds
keet changes from Aratinga holochlora to one species to the ABA Checklist. KamPsittacara holochlorus.
chatka Leaf Warbler is added to the ABA
Checklist as a Code 4 species.
• The Brown Hawk-Owl (Ninox scutulata) is split into two species. The species • The English name of Lonchura punctuthat has strayed to Alaska is now known lata is changed from Nutmeg Mannikin
as the Northern Boobook (N. japonica), to Scaly-breasted Munia to conform to
which replaces Brown Hawk-Owl on the general worldwide usage.
ABA Checklist as a Code 5 species. The
resident, southern species is now known Literature Cited
as Southern Boobook.
Azua, J. 2008. North America Regional Hooded
• The Common Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus
collybita) is named and placed following
Willow Warbler (P. trochilus), as the CLC
had provisionally named and placed it
last year (Pranty et al. 2013).
• The hyphen in the English name of the

Crane Studbook. Denver Zoological Gardens,
Denver.
Azua, J. and A. Oiler. 2010. Population Analysis
and Breeding and Transfer Recommendations:
Hooded Crane (Grus monacha). AZA Population Management Plan Program. Population
Management Center, Lincoln Park Zoo, Chicago.

Birding • november/december 2014

Tom Johnson is a tour leader for Field Guides,
Inc., and a graduate of Cornell University. He
spends much of his time studying seabirds
off the east coast of North America, surveying
from National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ships between Nova Scotia and
The Bahamas. Johnson is a regional editor
for North American Birds and writes the “Featured Photo” column for Birding magazine. He
has previously served on state bird records
committees in Pennsylvania and New York.

Peter Pyle has conducted research on seabirds, pinnipeds, and white sharks at the Farallon Islands, and he has extensively studied bird
molt and aging birds. A member of the California Bird Records Committee since 1987, Pyle
more recently helped develop the Hawaii Bird
Records Committee in 2014. He is the author
of more than 150 scientific papers, four books,
and an online monograph with his late father
on the birds of Hawaii. He holds positions with
the Institute for Bird Populations, the California
Academy of Sciences, and the Bishop Museum.

Birdlife International. 2014. Species Factsheet:
Grus monacha (tinyurl.com/Crane-factsheet).
Brazil, M. 2009. Birds of East Asia. Princeton University Press, Princeton.
Brinkley, N. 2012. The saga of the Hooded
Crane(s): The plot thickens. The ABA Blog
(tinyurl.com/Brinkley-Hooded).
Chesser, R. T., R. C. Banks, C. Cicero, J. L. Dunn, A.
W. Kratter, I. J. Lovette, A. G. Navarro-Siguenza, P. C. Rasmussen, J. V. Remsen, J. D. Rising,
D. F. Stotz, and K. Winkler. 2014. Fifty-fifth
supplement to the American Ornithologists’
Union Check-list of North American Birds. Auk
131:CSi–CSxv.
DeBenedictis, P. A. 1994a. ABA Checklist report,
1992. Birding 26:92–102.
DeBenedictis, P. A. 1994b. ABA Checklist report,
1993. Birding 26:320–326.
Dunn, J. L. 1997. 1996–1997. ABA Checklist report. Birding 29:486–490.
Eliason, G. T. 1992. Exotic crane in Pasco County,
Florida. Florida Scientist 55:56–57.
Flood, B. and A. Fisher. 2013. Multimedia Identification Guide to North Atlantic Seabirds: Pterodroma Petrels. Birding Multimedia Identifica-

tion Guides, Essex.
Greenlaw, J. S., R. Bowman, and B. Pranty. 2013.
Assessment of European Turtle-Dove (Streptopelia turtur) on the Florida birdlist. Florida
Field Naturalist 41(1):1–8.
Greenlaw, J. S., B. Pranty, and R. Bowman. 2014.
The Robertson and Woolfenden Florida Bird
Species: An Annotated List. Special Publication No. 8, Florida Ornithological Society,
Gainesville.
Gyimesi, A. and R. Lensink. 2012. Egyptian
Goose, Alopochen aegyptiaca: An introduced
species spreading in and from the Netherlands. Wildfowl 62:126–143.
Howell, S. N. G. 2012. Petrels, Albatrosses, and
Storm-Petrels of North America: A Photographic Guide. Princeton University Press,
Princeton.
Howell, S. N. G., I. Lewington, and W. Russell.
2014. Rare Birds of North America. Princeton
University Press, Princeton.
Pranty, B. and T. Floyd. 2013. The ABA Checklist
Committee: Challenges and opportunities
in the digital age. Birder’s Guide 1(3):36–49,
65–70.

aba.org/birding

Pranty, B. and K. L. Garrett. 2011. Under the radar: “Non-countable” exotic birds in the ABA
Area. Birding 43(5):46–58.
Pranty, B. and V. Ponzo. 2014. Status and distribution of Egyptian Geese (Alopochen aegyptiaca) in southeastern Florida. Florida Field
Naturalist 42:91–107.
Pranty, B., J. L. Dunn, S. C. Heinl, A. W. Kratter,
P. E. Lehman, M. W. Lockwood, B. Mactavish, and K. J. Zimmer. 2007. Annual report of
the ABA Checklist Committee: 2007. Birding
39(6):24–31.
Pranty, B., J. L. Dunn, S. C. Heinl, A. W. Kratter,
P. E. Lehman, M. W. Lockwood, B. Mactavish,
and K. J. Zimmer. 2008. ABA Checklist: Birds of
the Continental United States and Canada, 7th
ed. American Birding Association, Colorado
Springs.
Pranty, B., J. L. Dunn, K. L. Garrett, D. D. Gibson,
M. J. Iliff, M. W. Lockwood, R. Pittaway, and
D. A. Sibley. 2013. 24th report of the ABA
Checklist Committee, 2013. Birding 45(6):30–
37, 75–79.
Robbins, M. B., D. L. Dittmann, J. L. Dunn, K. L.
Garrett, S. Heinl, A. W. Kratter, G. Lasley, and
B. Mactavish. 2003. ABA Checklist Committee 2002 annual report. Birding 35:138–144.
Robbins, M. B., J. L. Dunn, D. L. Dittmann, K. L.
Garrett, S. Heinl, A. W. Kratter, G. Lasley, and
B. Mactavish. 2004. ABA Checklist Committee 2003 annual report. Birding 36:38–41.
Schuette, S. and D. Gochfeld. In preparation.
First North American record of Common
Redstart (Phoenicurus phoenicurus) from St.
Paul Island, Alaska.
Shirihai, H., V. Bretagnolle, and F. Zino. 2010.
Identification of Fea’s, Desertas, and Zino’s
petrels at sea. Birding World 23(6):239–275.
Smith, K. G. and D. A. James. 2012. History and
current status of Egyptian Goose (Alopochen aegyptiacus) in northwestern Arkansas.
Journal of the Arkansas Academy of Science
66:200–204.
Veit, R. R. 2006. First record of European TurtleDove (Streptopelia turtur) for Massachusetts.
North American Birds 60(2):182–183.
Zino, F., R. Phillips, and M. Biscoito. 2011. Zino’s
Petrel movements at sea—a preliminary
analysis of data-logger results. Birding World
24(5):216–219.

33

