
Does the species
currently appear on
the ABA Checklist?

NO
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Has the record been accepted
by the relevant state, provincial,

or other local records committee?

YES

YES

NO

Trick question!
This doesn't matter

and never has!

Was the bird encountered in an 
ethical manner, as outlined by the 

ABA Code of Birding Ethics?

Was the bird
alive, wild, AND 
unrestrained?

CONTINUE

YES NO

You may
not count it.

Did the bird ride a ship 
on its own accord? NO

YES

Trick question!
This doesn't matter! CONTINUE

YES

NO

You may
not count it.

Was the bird within the 
geographic limits of the 

area the list is for?
NOYES

You may
not count it.

Is the species indige-
nous to the location of 

the observation?

YES

You may 
count the 

bird.

NO

Is the location of the observation listed for the 
species as a location of establishment in either 

the ABA RSEC's "Introduced Species" or 
"Reintroduced Indigenous Species" tables?

You may 
count the 

bird.

YES

Do you believe the bird originates 
from a population that meets the ABA 

CLC's "Criteria for Determining  
Establishment of Exotics"? 

NO

YES

You may 
count the 

bird.

NO

You may
not count it.

Does the species appear in
the Extirpated Exotics Appen-

dix of the ABA Checklist?

Did you see the bird before its 
species was removed from the 
ABA checklist AND at a location 

where the species was 
considered established?

YES

You may
not count it.

NO

You may
not count it.

NO

You may 
count the 

bird.

YES
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