
~ Proxy—American Birding Association, Inc ~
Know all persons that I, the undersigned, a member in good standing of the American Birding Association, Incorporated, do hereby 
constitute and appoint Kelly Smith and Julie Davis with the full power of substitution as attorneys and agents for me, in my name, 
place, and stead, to vote as my proxy the number of votes I would be entitled to cast if personally present at the meeting of the 
American Birding Association, Inc., to be held Saturday, 22 September 2018 at 4:00 PM, at the American Birding Expo, to be held 
at the Greater Philadelphia Expo Center, 100 Station Ave., Oaks, PA 19456, and at any adjourned meeting thereof, as follows:

1. q  For all the nominated directors except withhold authority for the following: _______________________________________

2. q  For the transaction of other such business as may properly come before the meeting.

In witness thereof, I have hereinto set my hand this _____ day of _____________________, 2018.

Signed, ______________________________________________________________                   __________________________
                                               (must be signed and dated to be valid)                       (member number)

                    Forgot yours? It’s in your
Print Name: __________________________________________________________                             address label on the cover

For JOINT MEMBERSHIPS only, a second household member should complete the following:

1. q  For all the nominated directors except withhold authority for the following: _______________________________________

2. q  For the transaction of other such business as may properly come before the meeting.

In witness thereof, I have hereinto set my hand this _____ day of _____________________, 2018.

Signed, ______________________________________________________________                   __________________________
                                               (must be signed and dated to be valid)                       (member number)

                    Forgot yours? It’s in your
Print Name: __________________________________________________________                             address label on the cover

The following have been nominated to serve on the
Board of Directors of the American Birding Association:

NOMINATED FOR A 3RD 3-YEAR TERM: 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Matthew E. Fraker -- Bloomington, IL
A birder since the age of four, Matt Fraker 
is a veterinarian of 26 years. For nine years 
he has been on the ParkLands Foundation 
Board, an organization that has spent the 
last half century focusing on conservation 
and land acquisition around the Mackinaw 
River in central Illinois. He has served on 
the Illinois Ornithological Society Board for 
two years. Previously, Fraker spent about 
a decade planning and leading field trips 
for the local John Wesley Powell Audubon 
Society chapter. 

Matt is also currently the Regional Editor 
for Wyoming for the ABA’s North American 
Birds quarterly journal, and is also a Wyo-
ming eBird reviewer. His other main birding 
interest is the three county area where he 
resides. He travels throughout the Lower 48 
and Canada birding whenever he can and 
enjoys taking other birders into the field.

Matt and his wife, Sherri Thornton, enjoy 
performing and financing restoration and 
conservation on their own lands, including 
a large prairie/wetland restoration. Fraker 
and Thornton are also heavily involved in 
the restoration of the Paton Center for Hum-
mingbirds in Patagonia, AZ.

NOMINATED FOR A 2ND 3-YEAR TERM: 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Paul Riss – Oshawa, ON
Paul got started birding young when a Black-
capped Chickadee landed on his hand and he 
was hooked for life. He has continued to watch 
birds and make bird art of all kinds since that 
day. When he isn’t birding, Paul pursues a very 
successful career in advertising and design. He 
has been in the top 20 Canadian creative mar-
keting professionals for the past several years. 
He also has many international awards to his 
credit for his work on such brands as Subaru, 
Capital One, Auto Trader and many more. Paul 
has used his abilities and connections in the 
advertising/marketing/branding world to 
make many contributions to various birding 
related organizations helping them achieve a 
visual style that resonates with birders young 
and old. Paul is a leader for BRANT tours and 
leads field trips at various festivals like The 
Biggest Week, Festival of the Cranes, and the 
Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival.

Everything Paul does in the birding com-
munity serves to try and make this amazing 
sport more accessible to more people; includ-
ing starting the well-loved apparel company, 
PRBY Apparel, making a documentary about 
his own extreme birding big year, and speak-
ing at various bird festivals about his unique 
take on the world of birding. 

Please complete this proxy ballot, place in an envelope, affix proper postage, and mail to:
ABA Membership Vote, P.O. Box 744, Delaware City, DE 19706
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This year’s Annual Meeting of the Members will be held just 

outside Philadelphia, at the American Birding Expo. You will 

find extensive information about attending the Expo here: 

www.americanbirdingexpo.com

You may also call the ABA with questions about attending 

the meeting at 800-950-2473, or by email info@aba.org

We are pleased to announce that following the member-

ship meeting, there will be an informal reception from 5 to 

6 PM, and then the Expo Saturday keynote presentation fea-

turing Lili Taylor, birder, actress, and ABA board member.

Late September is peak fall birding time in the mid- 

Atlantic region. With the Membership Meeting, the Birding 

Expo, and the spectacle of southbound migration, there will 

be much to recommend a visit to the Philly area this Sep-

tember. We hope you’ll join us.

Jeffrey Gordon

President, American Birding Association
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