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LEFT: The Eurasian Spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia) has not been recorded from the aBa
area, but there are 42 records for the azores. Will this species eventually wander to the East
Coast? Castro Marim, Faro, Portugal; May 2008. © Luís Gordinho.
rigHT: Could the Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita) be a future addition
to the aBa list? There are 55 records for the azores. Faro,
Portugal; January 2008. © José Viana.

Introduction
The Azores archipelago lies in the North Atlantic, almost
two-thirds of the way from Newfoundland to Portugal. It
has nine main islands which have been arranged in three
groups: the western group of Corvo and Flores; the
central group of Terceira, Pico, São Jorge, Faial, and
Graciosa; and the eastern group of São Miguel and
Santa Maria.
All of the islands are of volcanic origin and rather rugged, with crater lakes
on most of them. The highest point is Ponta do Pico, which rises to just over
7,700 feet on its eponymous island. Valleys can be well-vegetated, although most
of the natural woodland has been removed to make way for agriculture and cattle
raising (Clark 2000). Stands of Japanese red cedar (Cryptomeria japonica) with ginger lily (Hedychium gardenerianum) understory make up most of the current woodland area, at times giving the landscape a distinctive Asian feel. In the western and central island groups, wooded valleys dominated by Australian sweet pittosporum (Pittosporum undulatum) and the local faya tree (Myrica faya) are typical (Dias et al. 2007).
Influenced by the Gulf Stream, the islands’ climate is generally agreeable throughout the
year, although in winter the archipelago can be hit by severe storms that could wreck an
itinerary involving visits to islands away from São Miguel. Rain can occur at any time of the
year, but generally the summer months are fair and warm.
The islands are well known for the number of transatlantic vagrant birds they have hosted,
but the Azores nonetheless remain a destination for few visiting birders, especially from North
America. Apart from their remoteness, the main reason for this is probably the low number of
resident birds and the presence of just two real specialties: Azores Bullfinch (Pyrrhula murina)

The azores archipelago of the north atlantic Ocean is well known to European
birders for its remarkable diversity of north american vagrants. But what about
the flip side of the coin? What about Old World vagrants that make it westward
to the azores? This article looks at the azores as a “litmus test” for Palearctic
vagrants that might cross the atlantic and wind up in eastern north america.
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Map of the Azores. Lying in the north atlantic between newfoundland and Portugal, the azores consist of nine islands arranged in
three main groups. Map by Kei Sochi.

Rare birds of the Azores. The bars indicate the total number of individuals of rare and accidental species for each island (orange bars)
and the total number of species of common and uncommon birds (green bars). Data from Rodebrand (2007) and IA (2006). Map by Kei Sochi.

and the recently described Monteiro’s Storm-Petrel (Oceanodroma monteiroi).

Methods
Much has been written about the Azores from a Western
Palearctic perspective (e.g., den Hartog and Lavaleye 1981,
Le Grand 1983, Clarke 1999, 2000, Ullman 2003, Alfrey
2005, 2006a,b, Hering 2007).
For this article, I compared an updated checklist of the
birds of the Azores (Rodebrand 2007) with the latest up-

0

dates (e.g., Pranty et al. 2007) to the current edition of the
ABA Checklist (ABA 2002). Current ABA/AOU taxonomic
criteria (AOU 1998, Banks et al. 2006, Pranty et al. 2007)
were followed whenever possible. For species not yet
recorded in North America, my reference was Dickinson
(2003). I focused on species that are casual, are accidental,
or haven’t been recorded in the ABA Area. My main goal
was to understand if the Azores can be regarded as a “litmus test” to indicate which European species are most likely to turn up in the ABA Area. In addition, I summarize
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what the Azores have to offer
the Nearctic birder, and I discuss which islands might be
the best to visit.

Results
Resident Breeding Birds
in the Azores
According to Rodebrand
(2007), my own observations,
and ABA/AOU current taxonomic criteria, of the 324
species recorded in the Azores
(excluding non-established
exotics), 36 are breeders. This
total includes 21 species that
are casual, are accidental, or
have not been recorded in the
São Miguel Island, Azores; September 2005. © Luís Gordinho.
ABA Area. By ruling out miMigratory and “Dispersive” Bird Species in the Azores
gratory and “dispersive” species, we narrow the list to 15
According to the same sources, of the 324 species recorded
species (see Table 1). Among those 15 species are nine races
in the Azores (again, excluding exotics), 111 are casual, are
and one species endemic to the Azores, plus three introaccidental, or haven’t been recorded at all in the ABA Area.
duced birds. There is a tenth endemic race of a species regThe number decreases to 96 if we focus on migratory
ular in the ABA Area, the Azores European Starling (subspecies. Note that this total excludes Slender-billed Curlew,
species granti). With the current trend in systematics, as
a species that is either on the verge of extinction or already
many as 11 endemic species are possible in the near future.
extinct (ABA 2002).
For now, the Azores Bullfinch is the most famous endemic
and endangered bird in the Azores (775 individuals in 2008;
Casual Species in the ABA Area (Code 4). Twenty of the 96
Ceia 2008). It is a close relative of the Eurasian Bullfinch, a
species previously mentioned belong to this category. Here,
Code 4 species in the ABA Area.
two species stand out: the Yellow-legged Gull, a common
The Portuguese Atlantic islands’ endemic populations are
breeding species in the Azores, and the Little Egret, an unconsidered to be largely sedentary, although this conclusion
common visitor to the archipelago. Both reach the ABA Area’s
is mostly based on studies from Madeira (e.g., Hounsome
Atlantic Coast in small numbers. Some of these birds may
1993). The introduced species are probably resident as well.
originate from the Azores rather than from continental EuFor other breeding species, such as Common Quail, Blackrope; this result seems especially likely for the gull, but less
cap, and European Robin, the situation is not clear, as miso for the egret (Murphy 1992, Wilds and Czaplak 1994).
grants could easily escape detection among local birds.
Rarer visitors to the Azores—but still too numerous to alBerthold (1993), for instance, treated Blackcap as a resident
low an exhaustive analysis of records—include Northern
in the Cape Verde Islands, as partially migratory in the CaLapwing, Little Stint, House Martin, and Fieldfare. Over
nary Islands, and as a “probable resident” in the Azores.
São Jorge Island, Azores; September 2005.
© Luís Gordinho.
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The rugged azores archipelago lies
in the north atlantic Ocean, about
two-thirds of the way from
newfoundland to Portugal.
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Table 1. Resident breeding birds in the Azores, rare or not recorded in the ABA Area (Co=Common, Uc=Uncommon, Ra=Rare, Br=Breeding, NR=Not Recorded; ranges from AERRCTC 2005).
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
SPECIES
AZORES ABA
RANGE
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Red-legged Partridge (Alectoris rufa hispanica)
RaBr
NR W and N Iberia, introduced in Azores
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Common Quail (Coturnix coturnix conturbans)
UcBr
NR
Azores
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo rothschildi)
CoBr
NR
Azores
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Common Woodpigeon (Columba palumbus azorica)
CoBr
NR
Azores
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
“Azores”Goldcrest (Regulus regulus inermis)
CoBr
NR
Western and central Azores
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
“São Miguel”Goldcrest (Regulus regulus azoricus)
CoBr
NR
São Miguel (eastern Azores)
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
“Santa Maria”Goldcrest (Regulus regulus sanctaemariae) CoBr
NR
Santa Maria (eastern Azores)
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla gularis)
CoBr
NR
Cape Verde Islands and Azores
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
European Robin (Erithacus rubecula rubecula)
CoBr
NR
Most of Europe
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Eurasian Blackbird (Turdus merula azorensis)
CoBr
5
Azores
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Gray Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea patriciae)
CoBr

Azores
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Common Chaﬃnch (Fringilla coelebs moreletti)
CoBr
5
Azores
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
European Goldﬁnch (Carduelis carduelis parva)
CoBr
NR
SW Europe, introduced in Azores
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
European Greenﬁnch (Carduelis chloris aurantiiventris)
UcBr
NR
Southern Europe
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Atlantic Canary (Serinus canaria)
CoBr
NR
Azores, Madeira, and Canaries
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Azores Bullﬁnch (Pyrrhula murina)
RaBr
NR
São Miguel (eastern Azores)
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Common Waxbill (Estrilda astrild jagoensis)
RaBr?
NR
Africa, introduced in Azores
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

the years, there have been large
numbers of these species.
Finally, of 14 accidental species
for which the total number of birds
recorded is known, eight have been
reported five or more times (see
Table 2). The most frequently reported species in this category are
Eurasian Curlew, Eurasian Kestrel,
and European Golden-Plover.
Accidental Species in the ABA
Area (Code 5). Twenty-three of the
96 species previously mentioned
belong to this category. Four of
them breed in the Azores: Eurasian
Woodcock (present in 38 10×10kilometer squares in seven islands;
Pereira 2005), Little Shearwater
(840–1,530 pairs; Monteiro et al.
1999), Bulwer’s Petrel (50–70
pairs; Monteiro et al. 1999), and
Eurasian Coot (a scarce and local
breeder that sometimes occurs in
good numbers; personal observation). Also a regular visitor, sometimes in good numbers, is Gray
Heron. There is no evidence of
woodcocks from the Azores making dispersive movements, but
their flight capacity and migratory
habits in continental Europe, coupled with the absence of a local
race, lead me to place it here. Note,

One of two endemic species (according to current taxonomy) on the
azores, the Azores Bullfinch (Pyrrhula murina) is an endangered
inhabitant of São Miguel island. Fajã do Rodrigo, Serra da
Tronqueira, São Miguel Island, Azores;
November 2006. © Rúben Heleno.
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though, that it has been suggested that woodcocks from
the Azores are smaller than those from other populations (Hayman et al. 1986).
Finally, of 18 accidental species for which the total
number of birds recorded is known, 12 have been reported five or more times (see Table 2). Here, the most
often recorded species are Eurasian Oystercatcher and
Common Redshank.
Next New Birds in the ABA Area. Between top choices
and honorable mentions, Brinkley (2000) and Petersen
(2000) predicted the occurrence of 11 new European
bird species in the ABA Area. Of these, only Shag and
Collared Pratincole have not been recorded in the
Azores. If the Azores can be regarded as a litmus test for
what might show up in North America, perhaps the occurrence of these two species is not that likely. However, as mentioned by Petersen (2000), the pratincole may
be more likely to cross the Atlantic farther south. The
single unconfirmed Shag in the ABA Area (Salzman
2000) was recorded farther to the north and would be a
little surprising in view of the above data.
Among the nine other predicted next new birds (see
Table 3), Mediterranean Gull and Carrion Crow stand
out for the large number of records in the Azores. Blackcap is also abundant, and although the local race is considered resident, migratory continental birds could also
occur. I note that species with fewer than five records in
the Azores can either be accidental and conspicuous or
casual and difficult to identify. Audouin’s Gull could fall
in this second category (Gordinho 2008).
Species of Previously Unpredicted Occurrence in the
ABA Area. These are probably the most interesting ones
to focus on, since they represent a new approach to the
debate on the next new birds in the ABA Area. This is
the largest group we’ve looked at, with 45 out of 96
species (considering Eastern Yellow Wagtail and Yellow
Wagtail different species).
This group includes just one breeder, the recently described Monteiro’s Storm-Petrel, an endemic species
(Bolton et al. 2008). This is a cryptic sibling species of the
Band-rumped Storm-Petrel (Code 2 in the ABA Area) that
breeds in the hot season, molts later than Band-rumped,
and has different vocalizations, lower body mass, a longer
and more deeply forked tail, and a smaller head and bill.
The species is known to breed only on two small islets lying off the inhabited island of Graciosa; the population
was a mere 250–300 pairs in 1999. Its distribution outside
the breeding season is unknown, but the capture of a few
birds around the breeding colonies in October and November suggests that it remains in the vicinity of the
breeding grounds, rather than dispersing into the western
WWW.aBa.Org

Table 2. Casual (Code ) and Accidental (Code 5) species in the ABA Area recorded
ﬁve or more times in the Azores and their status there (Co=Common, Uc=Uncommon,
Ra=Rare, Br=Breeding, Va=Vagrant). Resident birds in the Azores are excluded.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
SPECIES
AZORES
ABA
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Pink-footed Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus)
6

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Bulwer’s Petrel (Bulweria bulwerii)
UcBr
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Little Shearwater (Puﬃnus assimilis baroli)
RaBr
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
White-faced Storm-Petrel (Pelagodroma marina)


––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Gray Heron (Ardea cinerea)
UcVa
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Little Egret (Egretta garzetta)
UcVa

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Eurasian Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus)
32

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Corn Crake (Crex crex)
1
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Eurasian Coot (Fulica atra)
RaBr
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Northern Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus)
RaVa

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
European Golden-Plover (Pluvialis apricaria)
1

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Little Ringed Plover (Charadrius dubius)
22
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Eurasian Dotterel (Charadrius morinellus)
7

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Eurasian Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus)
60
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Black-winged Stilt (Himantopus himantopus)
15
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus)
12

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Spotted Redshank (Tringa erythropus)
12

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Marsh Sandpiper (Tringa stagnatilis)
6
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Common Redshank (Tringa totanus)
25
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Eurasian Curlew (Numenius arquata)
6

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Little Stint (Calidris minuta)
RaVa

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Jack Snipe (Lymnocryptes minimus)
21
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Eurasian Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola)
RaBr
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Yellow-legged Gull (Larus michahellis)
CoBr

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Whiskered Tern (Chlidonias hybrida)
10
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Common Swift (Apus apus)
1
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Eurasian Hoopoe (Upupa epops)
20
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Common House Martin (Delichon urbicum)
RaVa

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Willow Warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus)
5
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris)
RaVa

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Eurasian Siskin (Carduelis spinus)
21
5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Atlantic like Band-rumped Storm-Petrel. Thus, Monteiro’s
Storm-Petrel might be better categorized as a resident breeder in
the Azores (see p. 41) than as a migratory or “dispersive”
species. In any event, given its apparent scarcity and disinclination to wander, Monteiro’s Storm-Petrel is probably not likely to
drift to ABA Area waters.
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Eurasian Coot (Fulica atra). Altura, Faro, Portugal; May 2008. © Luís Gordinho.

All other species are rare visitors to the Azores, and the
approximate number of occurrences is known for all of
them. As before, only those with five or more records have
been included in Table 3. Here, four species stand out, all
of which have been recorded more than either Mediterranean Gull or Carrion Crow: Little Bittern, Eurasian
Spoonbill, Rook, and Chiffchaff. According to Rodebrand
(2007), 70% of Rook records are from the past 20 years, an
unexpected pattern in view of the strong, post-1930 decline
recorded in continental Portugal and other Mediterranean
wintering areas (Catry 2003).

Discussion
Are the Azores Better for Palearctic Vagrants or for
Nearctic Vagrants?
It’s hard to say, since most of the birding and record collection have been oriented toward Nearctic birds. However, as
we have seen, 96 visitors to the Azores are casual, are accidental, or haven’t been recorded in the ABA Area, so they
are almost certainly from the Palearctic region. This is a
high number indeed.
Since the Azores lie closer to Europe than to North America, and almost all local breeding birds come from the
Palearctic, one might expect many more European vagrants
than American ones. However, persistent westerly winds
blow from North America, across the Azores, to Europe. In
addition, the warm Gulf Stream runs from the Americas to
northern Europe. These two factors probably level the odds
of Palearctic and Nearctic birds reaching the Azores.
How do Birds From Continental Europe End Up in the Azores?
Two main natural phenomena may be involved in the arrival of unusual birds from continental Europe to the
Azores: migrational drift and overshooting.
In autumn, with low pressure over northwestern Africa,
easterly winds can be strong enough over the Iberian Peninsula to push migrants westward. In the absence of easterlies,



many more nocturnal migrants cross the Strait of
Gibraltar from Europe to Africa than over the sea
to the west. When easterly winds are accompanied by poor visibility, clouds, and rain, grounded migrants are found all along the south coast of
Iberia, and some drift out to the North Atlantic.
In early spring over northwestern Africa, there is
a high probability of adverse weather associated
with low-pressure systems. In these conditions,
there also can be considerable drift over the Sahara, where easterly winds carry migrants into
the Atlantic (Elkins 1995).
One aspect of migration peculiar to spring is
the phenomenon of overshooting. This pattern is
shown by a wide range of species, but it is more
noticeable among southern birds that overfly their destinations in unusually fine anti-cyclonic weather, particularly if
temperatures are well above normal. The areas in which
overshooting birds appear depend on their orientation
(Elkins 1995). Spring records of Little Bittern, Squacco
Heron, Eurasian Spoonbill, and Golden Oriole in the Azores
could relate to this phenomenon.
In order to travel from continental Europe to the Azores,
some seabirds might follow a cold sea current, like the Canary Current, while others could attend fishing boats over
large distances (Moore 1996). Another non-natural phenomenon involved in the arrival of unusual birds from continental Europe to the Azores is ship assistance. Some passerines and near-passerines are known to hitch rides aboard the
large container ships that cross the North Atlantic.
Not all birds from the Old World that make it to the
Azores come from continental Europe. Allen’s Gallinule is a
tropical African species that has been recorded five times in
the archipelago, but all records are prior to 1986 (Hudson
1974, Rodebrand 2007). Its appearance in northwestern
Europe during winter has been correlated with disturbed

Yellow-legged Gull (Larus michahellis). Terceira Island, Azores;
October 2008. © Luís Gordinho.
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Table 3. Next New Birds in the ABA Area predicted by the 2000 series (NN) in Birding or in this article (NR), having occurred ﬁve or more times in the Azores. Resident
birds in the Azores are excluded (Azores = Number of records in the archipelago).
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
SPECIES
AZORES
ABA
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Balearic Shearwater (Puﬃnus mauretanicus)
7
NN
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Monteiro’s Storm-Petrel (Oceanodroma monteiroi) (Breeds)
NR
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Great Bittern (Botaurus stellaris)
6
NR
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Little Bittern (Ixobrychus minutus)
26
NR
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea)

NN
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Squacco Heron (Ardeola ralloides)
12
NR
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Eurasian Spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia)
2
NR
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Western Marsh Harrier (Circus aeruginosus)
6
NR
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Spotted Crake (Porzana porzana)
11
NN
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Allen’s Gallinule (Porphyrio alleni)
5
NR
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Mediterranean Gull (Larus melanocephalus)
1
NN
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Audouin’s Gull (Larus audouinii)
1
NN
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Eurasian Golden Oriole (Oriolus oriolus)
7
NR
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Rook (Corvus frugilegus)
30
NR
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Carrion Crow (Corvus corone)
17
NN
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Chiﬀchaﬀ (Phylloscopus collybita)
55
NR
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos)
3
NN
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Meadow Pipit (Anthus pratensis)

NN
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Common Linnet (Carduelis cannabina)
6
NR
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

in thinking about potential casual (aBa Code 4), accidental
(aBa Code 5), and even unrecorded species for the aBa area,
it is useful to look at occurrence data from the azores. The
Yellow-legged Gull (p. 44) is casual in the aBa area, but it is
a common breeder in the azores; plausibly, some of north
america’s yellow-legged gulls have hailed from the azores.
Four of the five aBa area records for the accidental
Eurasian Coot (p. 44) are from eastern Canada;
future records from the aBa area might come from
the azores, where the species is a scarce breeder
and regular visitant. There are 18 azores records
for the Mediterranean Gull (this page),
suggesting that aBa area birders should be on
the lookout for this species, which has thus
far gone unrecorded in north america.

Mediterranean Gull
(Larus melanocephalus).
Off Cabo da Roca, Portugal;
November 2007. © Alexandre Leitão.

in the year. If that is so, maybe some of the birds involved
can make it back to America. In autumn, many American
birds migrate from northeastern North America to South
America via the western Atlantic Ocean. Their initial direction of flight is southeasterly, but the course is changed to
southwesterly when the birds reach the region where the
easterly winds prevail (Alerstam 1990). Perhaps some
American birds driven off course to the Azores later try to
get back by flying in a southwesterly direction toward
South America. Any Palearctic birds accompanying them
on that journey could turn up in the ABA Area the following spring. If this scenario is correct for some species, the
Azores could work as a stopover site for birds crossing the
Atlantic from Europe to North America.
Although wind direction in the Azores is variable

weather following an anti-cyclonic spell with southerly
winds blowing from North Africa (Elkins 1995). In common
with other tropical African birds, breeding is harmonized
with seasonal rains. In the northern tropics, an apparent
dispersal takes place at the beginning of the dry season in
Which Island in the Azores Archipelago is Best for
December, coinciding with
Palearctic Migrants and Vagrants?
the few European records.
As can be seen on the graph on p. 0, São Miguel has the highest number of records of individual birds rare in the
If Vagrants From Continental
ABA Area. That is hardly a surprise, since São Miguel is the largest and easternmost island, while also having the
Europe Travel 1,100 Miles
highest habitat diversity. Note that Flores has the longest list of species rare in the ABA Area.This island must be“the
and Reach the Azores, Can
end of the line” for many European vagrants that are able to travel from island to island until they reach this bioThey Make it 1,500 Miles
geographic dead end. Elkins (11) suggested that high-endurance American vagrant waders approaching from the
More to North America?
west may overshoot western Britain altogether. Perhaps the reverse situation could occur in the Azores, with
Moore (1991) suggested that
Palearctic birds overshooting to western sites. Greater ﬁeld eﬀort on this island in the past ﬁve years may also help
the occurrence in large numto explain the observed pattern (Alfrey 2005, 2006a,b).
bers of some Nearctic waders
Theoretically, a few birders working small and sparsely vegetated remote islands could produce more birds than
in the Azores during early auhundreds
of rarity-hunters in large islands covered in Azorean subtropical vegetation (Alfrey 2006a).With that thought
tumn might be regular. The
in mind, Santa Maria might yet prove to be the top site for continental European vagrants in the Atlantic islands...
same seems to be true for
ducks, gulls, and egrets later
WWW.aBa.Org
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throughout the year, wind speed is markedly seasonal. In
winter, easterly winds with average daily speeds of 9–23
knots prevail. In summer, under the influence of the Azores
high-pressure center, wind direction is more variable, but
northeasterly winds with average daily speeds of 4.5–13
knots predominate. Stormy winds blowing from the west
or northwest can be expected three to four days a month
during winter, but on just one day in two months during
summer (Morton et al. 1998). Autumn and winter would
seem to be the best seasons, then, for Palearctic vagrants to
drift over the Atlantic from the Azores to America.
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