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his is the 19th published report of the ABA Checklist Committee (CLC),
covering the period July 2007–June 2008. There have been no changes to
the committee membership since our previous report (Pranty et al.

2007). In October 2007, Lehman and Pranty were elected to their second fouryear terms, and Pranty was reelected as Chairman for a third year.
During the preceding 12 months, the
CLC finalized votes on 10 species, all of
which were accepted and added to the ABA
Checklist. The number of accepted species
on the Checklist now totals 957.
We previously reported that we were
working with David Hartley, the ABA’s webmaster, to post many CLC files onto ABA’s
website. These files are now available for
perusal online <aba.org/checklist>. Additionally, members of the CLC, assisted by many birders and ornithologists, have finalized the manuscript
of the seventh edition of the ABA
Checklist. The manuscript is now in the
copy-editing/layout phase, with an expected publication date of late 2008. This new
edition of the Checklist will supersede the
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sixth edition, which was published in 2002
and has been out of print for two years.

New Species Accepted
Graylag Goose
(Anser anser)
ABA CLC Record #2008-05. One individual
on a stationary drilling ship in the Atlantic
Ocean at 46º45’01” N, 48º46’90” W, approximately 167 nautical miles eastsoutheast of St. John’s, Newfoundland
and Labrador, 24 April–2 May 2005
(Maybank 2005). Discovered and
photographed by drill-ship workers,
whose names are now lost. Accepted
unanimously by the Newfoundland Bird
Committee and the CLC. The remote location, occurrence during spring migration,
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and lack of bands all
was misidentified as a
contributed to the
Sooty Shearwater. The
strong likelihood that
bird was photothis bird was a naturalgraphed alive by Allan
ly occurring vagrant.
Mueller, but it later
The Graylag Goose
died and the carcass
is a polytypic species
was discarded. The
that breeds from Icebird was correctly
land to the Russian Far
identified four years
East. Northern populater by Greg Lasley
lations are extensively
and Willie Sekula
migratory, wintering
after examination of
south to the Mediterthe photographs. The
Although Graylag Goose is a common fixranean and northern
Texas Bird Records
ture at barnyards and in waterfowl collecAfrica, as well as from
Committee (TBRC)
tions, this individual on a drilling ship 167
the Middle East to
twice
voted on this
nautical miles off St. John’s, Newfoundland
24 April–2 May 2005 provided the first ABA
southern China. One
record; first, the TBRC
record of a presumed naturally-occurring
of the few breeding
unanimously rejected
vagrant. Off St. John’s, Newfoundland &
species of Iceland that Labrador;1 May 2005. Photographer unknown. the bird as a Sooty
had not yet been
Shearwater; second,
recorded in the ABA Area, the Graylag
the TBRC unanimously accepted the bird
Goose was expected to be found here evenas a White-chinned Petrel.
tually. Note that Graylag Geese—often as
In 1992, the CLC accepted the identificawhite morphs—are common on farms and
tion of the Texas bird as a White-chinned
in waterfowl collections, and that there are
Petrel, but two members were concerned
numerous breeding reports of feral Graylag
with the proximity of the bird to “one of
Geese in the ABA Area, but that no populathe major seaports in the United
tion is known to be established.
States...where the possibility of ship-assistGraylag Goose is added to the ABA
ed transport seems especially high,” as well
Checklist as a Code 5
as with the problem
species, provisionally
that the Gulf of MexiCHANGES IN BRIEF
placed between Pinkco would seem “espefooted Goose and
cially unsuitable for a
Greater White-fronted
species that prefers
New Species Accepted:
colder waters” (DeBenGoose.
K Graylag Goose
edictis 1994). The
CLC chose in 2007 to
White-chinned Petrel
K White-chinned Petrel
reevaluate this record
(Procellaria
K Townsend’s Shearwater
on the basis of its reaequinoctialis)
K Tristram’s Storm-Petrel
cent reevaluations of
ABA CLC Record
Light-mantled Alba#2007-01, a reevaluaK Brown Hawk-Owl
tross and Swallowtion of a previous CLC
K
Loggerhead
Kingbird
tailed Gull, two other
record (DeBenedictis
Southern Hemisphere
1994). One individual
K Sedge Warbler
seabirds recorded in
found moribund two
K Song Thrush
the ABA Area (Pranty
miles north of Rollover
et al. 2007). In this rePass, Galveston CounK Common Myna
gard, the Texas bird rety, Texas, 27 April 1986
K Yellow-browed Bunting
mains the only verified
was sent to a rehabilirecord of a Whitetation center, where it
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This White-chinned Petrel was found in the surf near
Galveston, Texas, on 27 April 1986. It was taken to a wildlife
rehabilitation center, where it was photographed alive. The
bird later died, and its carcass was discarded. Originally
misidentified as a Sooty Shearwater, the bird was correctly
identified several years later after an examination of photographs. The small white chin patch, which is diagnostic for
White-chinned Petrel, is clearly visible in this photograph.
The ABA Checklist Committee voted in 1992 to relegate
this record to its “Origin Uncertain” category, a category
that has been eliminated. Fifteen years later, the CLC
reevaluated this record and decided that it likely represents a naturally occurring vagrant, still the only verified
record for the northern hemisphere. Galveston, Texas;
27 April 1986. © Allan J. Mueller.

chinned Petrel north of the equator, although Howell
(2006) describes three additional reports from North
American waters. The CLC also noted the existence of a
specimen record of Stejneger’s Petrel from Port Aransas,
Texas, 15 September 1995, that was considered to be of natural occurrence. The CLC voted to accept the Whitechinned Petrel as a naturally occurring vagrant during two
rounds of voting, 6-2 and 7-1, with the dissenting votes expressing diminishing concern that the bird likely had ridden aboard a ship for at least part of its journey.
The White-chinned Petrel is a polytypic species that
breeds on several southern islands or island groups, such as
the Antipodes, Auckland, Campbell, the Crozets, the Kerguelens, Prince Edward, and South Georgia. Outside the
breeding season, it ranges widely through the southern
oceans north in the New World to Peru and northern Argentina. Howell (2006) provides
information and many photographs of the world’s “black petrels,” including this species.
White-chinned Petrel is added
to the ABA Checklist as a Code 5
species, placed between Bulwer’s
Petrel and Parkinson’s Petrel.
Townsend’s Shearwater
(Puffinus auricularis)
ABA CLC Record #2008-07. One
individual that “dive-bombed”
workers at Del Mar, San Diego
County, California, during the
early morning of 1 August 2007
was eventually captured by
Charles Swanson and taken to a
rehabilitation center in San Diego
the following day, where it was
extensively photographed and
measured. Originally thought to
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be a Manx Shearwater (P.
puffinus), the bird was
correctly identified by
Philip Unitt based on
measurement data and
plumage characteristics
(Unitt et al. 2008). Accepted unanimously by
the California Bird Records Committee (CBRC)
and the CLC.
The Townsend’s Shearwater is a polytypic
species that comprises two groups (auricularis and
newelli) that may represent separate species. The auricularis group breeds solely in the Revillagigedo Islands off
western Mexico, and it ranges at sea from southern Baja
California to Clipperton Island, and along the western
coast of Mexico south to Oaxaca (AOU 1998). The newelli
group, which would be called Newell’s Shearwater if considered a separate species, breeds solely on the Hawaiian
Islands, principally at Kauai, and it ranges at sea primarily near the Hawaiian Islands (AOU 1998). The California
bird has been identified as representing the newelli group,
based on the white basal and black distal pattern of its undertail coverts (Unitt et al. 2008).
Townsend’s Shearwater is added to the ABA Checklist as
a Code 5 species, placed between Manx Shearwater and
Black-vented Shearwater.



Three species of Procellariiformes are added to the ABA Checklist in this report, and two of them
are from California. This Townsend’s Shearwater of the newelli group, an endemic breeder of
Hawaii, was picked up in San Diego County and taken to a rehabilitation center. Originally
thought to be a Manx Shearwater, it was correctly identified based on measurement data
and plumage characteristics. San Diego, California; 5 August 2007. © Matt Sadowski.
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Tristram’s Storm-Petrel
yellow irides. The bird’s remote location and
(Oceanodroma tristrami)
its lack of bands or jesses suggest that it was
ABA CLC Record #2008-08.
not an escaped captive. Accepted unanimousOne individual captured at
ly by the Alaska Checklist Committee (ACC)
night during mist-netting and
and the CLC.
The Brown Hawk-Owl is a polytypic species
banding operations of Ashy
that breeds from India to the Russian Far East
Storm-Petrels at Southeast Farand Japan, south through mainland Southeast
allon Island, California, 22
Asia to Indonesia. Northern populations are
April 2006. The bird was phomigratory, wintering as far south as Indonesia.
tographed, measured, and reEleven subspecies are recognized, with N. s.
leased by Russ Bradley and
japonica, the one breeding in southern Korea
Pete Warzybok, two biologists
and Japan (OSJ 2000), occurring closest to the
from Point Reyes Bird ObserABA Area and presumably representing the
vatory. Initially presumed to be
Alaska record. The Brown Hawk-Owl was not
a Black Storm-Petrel (O.
expected as a vagrant to the ABA Area.
melania), the bird was later
Brown Hawk-Owl is added to the ABA
identified as Tristram’s StormThis Tristram’s Storm-Petrel provided the
Checklist
as a Code 5 species, provisionally
Petrel by Steve Howell, Peter second
recent addition to the ABA Checklist
placed between Northern Saw-whet Owl and
Pyle, and others after detailed
from California. The bird, captured during
nighttime banding operations of Ashy
Stygian Owl. Note that Brown Hawk-Owl (in
analysis of the photographs
Storm-Petrels, was presumed to be a Black
the speciose genus Ninox, with the bulk of its
and measurements, coupled
Storm-Petrel. Too large to band, the bird
diversity in the Pacific Rim and Pacific Iswith examination of speciwas measured and photographed, then relands
biomes) and Northern Hawk Owl (in
mens of other large, dark
leased. It was correctly identified months
later, on the heels of an examination of the
the monotypic Holarctic genus Surnia) are
Oceanodroma species, such as
Black Storm-Petrel, Markham’s photographs and measurement data, along not closely related, a difference that is hinted
with comparison with museum specimens.
at by the different orthographies for the two
Storm-Petrel (O. markhami),
Southeast Farallon Island, California;
names (Hawk-Owl vs. Hawk Owl).
and Matsudaira’s Storm-Petrel
22 April 2006. © Russ Bradley.
(O. matsudairae). The identifiLoggerhead Kingbird
cation of Tristram’s Storm-Petrel was confirmed by the
(Tyrannus caudifasciatus)
combination of large size and overall bulk, long wing
ABA CLC Record #2007-07. One after-hatch-year individchord, deeply forked tail, and dark primary shafts on the
ual at Fort Zachary Taylor State Park, Key West, Monroe
upperwing (Warzybok et al. 2008). Accepted unanimously
County, Florida, 7–26 March 2007. Discovered and phoby the CBRC and the CLC.
tographed by Carl Goodrich, and observed by hundreds
The Tristram’s Storm-Petrel is a monotypic species that
during its stay. The combination of blackish cap and gray
breeds in the northwestern Hawaiian Islands and the Seven
mantle, conspicuous pale edging to the tertials and
Islands of Izu and the Volcano Islands, both part of Japan,
coverts, and dark tail lacking white on the tips of the outand it ranges at sea from the Hawaiian Islands west to
er rectrices ruled out other kingbirds. Accepted unaniJapanese waters and the Bonin Islands (AOU 1998).
Tristram’s Storm-Petrel is added to the ABA
The first of three birds added to
Checklist as a Code 5 species, placed between Least
the ABA Checklist from Alaska
Storm-Petrel and White-tailed Tropicbird.
during fall 2007 was this Brown



Brown Hawk-Owl
(Ninox scutulata)
ABA CLC Record #2008-03. One individual at St.
Paul, St. Paul Island, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, 27
August–3 September 2007. Discovered and photographed by Jake Mohlmann, and observed by
about 15 others (Yerger and Mohlmann in press).
Identified conclusively by the combination of darkbrown plumage, heavily streaked underparts, and
WWW.ABA.ORG

Hawk-Owl, a native of the Russian
Far East and points south. The
species was not anticipated to
occur in the ABA Area, but northern populations are migratory. The
remote location likely rules out an
escaped captive—and also prevented all but a few observers
from seeing this bird during its
stay, 27 August–3 September 2007.
St. Paul Island, Alaska; 27 August
2007. © Jake Mohlmann.
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Loggerhead Kingbird has a checkered history on the ABA
Checklist. There were several sight reports and at least two
photographs from southern Florida beginning in the 1970s,
but these have subsequently been discounted. Loggerhead
Kingbird was not illustrated in any North American field
guide until the 1980s. This unquestioned Loggerhead Kingbird provided the first accepted record for the ABA Area, and
it was enjoyed by hundreds of observers during its lengthy
stay, 7–26 March 2007. Fort Zachary Taylor State Park, Key West,
Florida; 8 March 2007. © Carl Goodrich.

Greenlaw (personal communication), the Key West bird
most resembles caudifasciatus, which may be the subspecies expected on geographical grounds. Smith et al.
(2000) provide information on previous reports of the Loggerhead Kingbird from Florida—all now discounted—as
well as identification criteria and many photographs. More
recently, a second Loggerhead Kingbird (recently accepted
by the FOSRC) was photographed in Florida, at Dry Tortugas National Park, where it was present 14–22 March 2008.
Loggerhead Kingbird is added to the ABA Checklist as a
Code 5 species, placed between Gray Kingbird and Scissortailed Flycatcher.
Sedge Warbler
(Acrocephalus schoenobaenus)
ABA CLC Record #2008-01. One hatch-year individual at
Gambell, St. Lawrence Island, Alaska, 30 September 2007.
Discovered and photographed by Paul Lehman and Gary
Rosenberg (Rosenberg and Lehman 2008) and not seen
again. Characters visible in the photographs clearly rule
out Aquatic Warbler (A. paludicola), which is more yellowish overall, and has bold pale streaking on the back, streaking on the flanks and rump, and pale lores, and Moustached Warbler (A. melanopogon), which has a shorter primary extension and brighter rufous in the nape and back,
and lacks dark spotting or streaking on the breast (Rosenberg and Lehman 2008). Accepted unanimously by the
ACC and the CLC.
The Sedge Warbler is a monotypic species that breeds
across northern Eurasia. It is highly migratory, wintering
primarily in sub-Saharan Africa. It was considered to be an
unlikely stray to the ABA Area, but its breeding range does
not differ substantially from those of several other species
that have strayed to the region, such as Lesser Whitethroat,
Spotted Flycatcher, and Wood Warbler.
Sedge Warbler is added to the ABA Checklist as a Code 5

mously by the Florida Ornithological Society Records
Committee (FOSRC) and the CLC.
The Loggerhead Kingbird is a resident of the northern
Bahamas, Greater Antilles,
and Grand Cayman Island. In
Like many other vagrants to St.
Lawrence Island, Alaska, this Sedge
the case of the Florida
Warbler was found in one of the
records, four of the seven rec“boneyards” around Gambell. These
ognized subspecies of Logboneyards are burial sites for disgerhead Kingbird can be
carded bones of marine mammals or
birds, and their rich soil supports
ruled out on the basis of
lush growth during summer and fall,
plumage. The remaining
which in turn provides cover for a
three subspecies—caudifashost of both regularly occurring and
ciatus of mainland Cuba,
vagrant landbirds. This Sedge Warbler was found and documented by
flavescens from the Isle of
the only two observers on the island
Youth, Cuba, and caymanenduring its one-day stay. Gambell, St.
sis of Grand Cayman—are
Lawrence Island, Alaska; 30 Septemsimilar in appearance, but
ber 2007. © Gary H. Rosenberg.
based on an analysis by Jon
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species, placed between
Lanceolated Warbler and
Willow Warbler.

a Code 5 species, placed
between Redwing and
Clay-colored Thrush.

Song Thrush
Common Myna
(Turdus philomelos)
(Acridotheres tristis)
ABA CLC Record #2007ABA CLC Record #200806. One hatch-year indi04. Ratified as an estabvidual at Saint-Fulgence,
lished exotic based on a
Quebec, 11–17 November
population in Florida
2006 (Auchu et al. 2007).
(Pranty 2008). Accepted
Discovered and phounanimously by the FOStographed by Claude SamRC, and 7-1 by the CLC.
son and Diane Côté in
The dissenting CLC vote
their yard, and subseindicated concern that the
quently observed by othpopulation was not large
ers. There is no formally
enough to be considered
This hatch-year Song Thrush furnished a first for the ABA Area.
constituted bird records
established.
Present in a suburban back yard, it was not identified until the end
committee for Quebec, but
In its native range, the
of its 11–17 November 2006 stay; consequently, few observers were
able to see it. This species was expected to be found in North Amerlocal ornithologists unaniCommon Myna is resident
ica eventually, probably in Newfoundland or Nova Scotia; this indimously agreed with the
from the Caspian Sea revidual, however, was found in Quebec. It was not likely an escaped
identification (P. Bannon,
gion and Kazakhstan
captive, due to its age, seasonal occurrence, and lack of bands.
personal communication),
south through the Indian
Saint-Fulgence, Quebec; 16 November 2006. © Claude Samson.
as did the CLC. The spesubcontinent and east
cies is not proven to be kept in captivity in North America,
through Southeast Asia. Exotic populations of the nomiand, coupled with the seasonal occurrence, its age, and its
nate subspecies occur widely from accidental and deliberlack of bands, the Quebec bird was presumed to be a natuate releases, and are found in Florida, South Africa, Madarally occurring vagrant.
gascar, Australia, New Zealand, Hong Kong, and several PaThe Song Thrush is a breeding resident from Great Britain,
cific island chains, including Hawaii. The population in
Scandinavia, and northern Spain east to Lake Baikal in
Florida was discovered and noted to be breeding in the Misouthern Siberia. NorthOf the 957 species currently on
ern populations are
the ABA Checklist, 936 (98%)
highly migratory, winare native to the ABA Area or
tering in western Euhave naturally strayed from
other regions. Very few exotic
rope, northern Africa,
species have been added to
and the Middle East.
the Checklist, and five of these
Song Thrushes are reguhave been removed because
lar migrants to Iceland,
their North American populations have been extirpated.
mostly during October
Thus, there is always trepidaand November, with 38
tion when the Committee
individuals found there
votes to add another exotic to
during fall 2006 (Auchu
the ABA Checklist. The Common Myna has a moderately
et al. 2007). The species
large and greatly expanding
was anticipated to occur
population in Florida, and the
in the ABA Area, but
species has successfully colomore likely in Nova Sconized many temperate and
tropical areas of the world.
tia or Newfoundland
Based on these facts, the
and Labrador than in
Committee considers the
Quebec.
Common Myna to be estabSong Thrush is added
lished in the ABA Area.
Clewiston, Florida;
to the ABA Checklist as



27 April 2008. © Bill Pranty.
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ami area in 1982, and by 2007 had spread to 19
other counties in the state. Mynas have been
found in Florida up to 500 kilometers from the
Miami area, and there is a report of an apparent
Common Myna from Sapelo Island, Georgia, in
May 2002 that likely represents a disperser from
Florida (Pranty 2008). The size of the Florida
population is not known, but a roost of 400
Common Mynas was found at Florida City in
November 2006 (Pranty 2008).
Common Myna is added to the ABA Checklist
as a Code 2 species, placed between European
Starling and Siberian Accentor.

Yellow-browed Bunting
(Emberiza chrysophrys)
ABA CLC Record #2008-02. One individual at
This Yellow-browed Bunting provided yet another first ABA-area record
Gambell, St. Lawrence Island, Alaska, 15 Sepfrom
the Alaskan outpost of Gambell. Like the Sedge Warbler (p. 36), it was
tember 2007. Discovered and photographed by
found in one of the “boneyards.” Looking like a brightly colored cross bePaul Lehman (Lehman 2008) and two others,
tween a Savannah Sparrow and a White-throated Sparrow, this individual
and not seen again. This distinctly marked
was a one-day wonder that was seen by only three observers. Gambell,
St. Lawrence Island, Alaska; 15 September 2007. © David Sonneborn.
species was easily distinguished from other Old
World buntings by its yellow lores and supercilia and rusty rump (Lehman 2008). Accepted unanimously
philomelos) in North America. North American Birds 61:10–12.
by the ACC and the CLC.
DeBenedictis, P.A. 1994. ABA Checklist report, 1992. Birding 26:92–102.
Yellow-browed Bunting is a monotypic species that
Howell, S.N.G. 2006. Identification of “black petrels,” genus Procellaria. Birding
breeds in the central and southeastern Siberian taiga, and
40:52–64.
winters in central and southeastern China. It is an annual
Lehman, P.E. 2008. First North American record of Yellow-browed Bunting (Emvisitor to Japan (OSJ 2000, Lehman 2008). Thus, it was
beriza chrysophrys) at Gambell, Alaska. North American Birds in press.
considered by the committee to be a possible stray to the
Maybank, B. 2005. Atlantic Provinces & St. Pierre et Miquelon [spring 2005 reABA Area.
port]. North American Birds 59:396–399.
Yellow-browed Bunting is added to the ABA Checklist as
Ornithological Society of Japan [OSJ]. 2000. Check-List of Japanese Birds, sixth
a Code 5 species, provisionally placed between Little
revised edition. Kinokuniya Company, Tokyo.
Bunting and Rustic Bunting.
Pranty, B. 2008. Status and distribution of the Common Myna in Florida. North
American Birds 61:658–665.

Votes in Progress or Anticipated
The CLC is presently voting on two species: Fea’s Petrel
from North Carolina and Gray Gull from Louisiana. We anticipate voting on reports from 2008 of Swinhoe’s StormPetrel from North Carolina, White-crested Elaenia from
Texas, Sinaloa Wren from Arizona, and Rufous-tailed Robin
from Alaska, provided that the records pass local review.

Pranty, B., J.L. Dunn, S.C. Heinl, A.W. Kratter, P.E. Lehman, M.W. Lockwood, B.
Mactavish, and K.J. Zimmer. 2007. Annual report of the ABA Checklist Committee: 2006. Birding 39:24–31.
Rosenberg, G.H., and P.E. Lehman. 2008. First North American record of Sedge
Warbler (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus) at Gambell, Alaska. North American
Birds in press.
Smith, P.W., G.E. Woolfenden, and A. Sprunt, IV. 2000. The Loggerhead Kingbird
in Florida: The evidence revisited. North American Birds 54:235–240.
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