
5

TA B L E O F C O N T E N T S

Correspondence

10 Your Letters
• Plumage

Terminology
• Birders and

Conservation
• Good Intentions?

18 Editorial
A Birding Interview
with KENN KAUFMAN

22 Flight Path
2006 ABA
Convention Scrapbook
compiled by DARLENE SMYTH

28 Traditions
Horicon,
Before “Avitourism”
PAUL J. BAICICH

30 Sightings
Early November to
Early December 2006
RICK WRIGHT

32 News and Notes
PAUL HESS

• Great Plains
Hybrid Zones

• AOU Check-list
Changes

• Blue Grouse Split
• Rusty Blackbird

Decline

Feature Articles

36 Reflections on
Midwest Birding
MICHAEL L. P. RETTER

40 Effects of
La Niña on
Spring Migration
in Northeastern
Illinois
JILL S. ANDERSON

48 The Art of
Birding North-
central
Wisconsin
MARCIA M. THEEL

56 The Military-Conservation
Complex: Protecting
Prairie Birds
CHRIS EBERLY

Departments

66 November/December
Photo Quiz Answers
Midwest Birding Highlights
NICHOLAS BLOCK

70 Dimensions
A Tale of Yellow Rails
MATT WHITE

76 Book Reviews
• Currasows & Co.

JOHN KRICHER, reviewer
• Birding Miscellanies

KEITH TAYLOR, reviewer
• Holarctic Shorebirds

CAMERON D. COX, reviewer

96 New Photo Quiz

In this issue: North America’s vast mid-section—
basically the region east of the Rockies and west of the
Appalachians—is home to some of the longest rivers,
largest lakes, and most spectacular grasslands and tem-
perate broadleaf woodlands in the world. The birdlife of
the region is correspondingly diverse and fascinating.
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