BLACK PETRELS — WEBEXTRA

Fig. W1. White-chinned Petrel. A typical individ-
ual; the pale ivory-yellow bill is neatly marked with
black lines, and the white chin is essentially invisible.
The Northern Giant-Petrel (Macronectes halli),
partially in view at left, is roughly the size of a small
albatross and provides some scale. Off Valparaiso,
Chile; 5 November 2002. © Steve N. G. Howell.

Fig. W2. White-chinned Petrel with Pintado Pe-
trel (Daption capense). This individual has a fairly
large white chin patch, plus a leucistic feature: a

small white eye-ring. It is unlikely that such patterns
would exactly match those of Spectacled Petrel, but it
is something to consider. This bird is completing pri-
mary molt, with P9 growing (not visible) and P10 old
with a faded, contrasting whitish shaft. Off Valparaiso,
Chile; 9 September 1997. © Steve N. G. Howell.
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Fig. W4. Spectacled Petrel. A very boldly
marked individual in terms of its white
face markings; also note the dusky bill tip
and long toe projection beyond the tail tip.
Tristan da Cunha, South Atlantic; 2 April
2002. © Steve N. G. Howell.
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Fig. W3. Spectacled Petrel. An aver-
age individual in terms of its white face
markings. This bird’s bill is atypical for
Spectacled and similar to some White-
chinned Petrels (e.g., Fig. 4); most
Spectacleds have a distinct dark bill tip
(Figs. 5, 6, W4, W5); also note the long
toe projection beyond the tail tip. North
of Tristan da Cunha, South Atlantic; 4
April 2002. © Steve N. G. Howell.
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Fig. W5. Spectacled Petrel. This is
the most poorly marked individual |
have seen in terms of its white face
markings (but still with more white
on the head than any non-aberrant
individual of the other black petrel
species). Note the extensive dusky
bill tip and outer primary molt com-
pleting (P9 and P10 are growing).
Tristan da Cunha, South Atlantic; 4
April 2002. © Steve N. G. Howell.

Fig. W6. Westland Petrels. Typical
birds with classic, black-tipped bills.
Distinguished from Parkinson’s Pe-
trel (Figs. 11, 12, W11-W13) by
their larger, squarer heads and their
stouter, longer bills (with more-ex-
tensive black than on many Parkin-
son’s). Kaikoura, New Zealand; 9 De-
cember 2004. © Steve N. G. Howell.
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Fig. W7. Westland Petrel. This relatively small-billed bird
(a female?) also has a rather rounded head, which, with-
out other species for comparison, could suggest Parkin-
son’s Petrel; the angle of the photograph might also sug-
gest a long wing projection. However, note the thick neck,
the relatively large head, the big bill, and molt timing
(with the tertials molting). Still, based on a single photo-
graph this is not an easy identification and highlights the
danger of relying only on photographs. Kaikoura, New
Zealand; 11 December 2005. © Steve N. G. Howell.

Fig. W8. Westland Petrel. This bird’s bill has a
more extensively pale tip than that of many West-
lands, and closely resembles that of a typical adult
Parkinson’s Petrel (Figs. 11, 12); note the larger,
squarer head, the thicker neck, the stouter bill, and
the bulkier overall shape of the Westland, with a
relatively shorter wing projection. Kaikoura, New
Zealand; 11 December 2004. © Steve N. G. Howell.
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Fig. W9. Westland Petrel. This bird is at the pale-billed
end of the spectrum and overlaps in bill pattern with some
White-chinned Petrels (Fig. 3). Note the dark chin; the
head and bill look a little blockier than is typical of White-
chinned, and the heavy wing molt (which would be visible
in flight) is another feature of Westland. Kaikoura, New
Zealand; 10 December 2004. © Steve N. G. Howell.

Fig. W10. Westland Petrel on water with Pink-footed
Shearwaters. Overall size differences among birds on the
water can be harder to judge than in flight, but the petrel’s
relatively massive head and big bill are still obvious—and
quite different from how a Parkinson’s Petrel would look
with large shearwaters (Figs. 15, W14, W15). Off Valparai-
50, Chile; 2 November 2004. © Steve N. G. Howell.
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Fig. W11. Parkinson’s Petrel. Relative to Westland Petrel (Figs. 7—10) this bird is less stocky, with a smaller head and bill and long wing projection beyond the tail. Note the
bill-plate exfoliation with much of the pale-greenish “undercoat” exposed on the latericorn. Hauraki Gulf, New Zealand; 7 December 2004. © Steve N. G. Howell.
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Fig. W12. Parkinson's Petrel. A typical individual. Relative to Westland Petrel note the rounded, relatively small head; the relatively small bill; and the long
wing projection beyond the tail. Tolaga Bay, New Zealand; 4 December 2004. © Eric W. Preston.
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Fig. W13. Parkinson's Petrel. This bird is about the same size as a nearby Pink-footed Shearwater (not shown), but even without this information the
head and bill shape, the thin neck, and the long wing projection are all typical of Parkinson’s Petrel (Figs. 11, 12, W11, W12). The extensively dark bill
tip may indicate an immature. Cordell Bank, Marin County, California; 1 October 2005. © Eric W. Preston.
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Fig. W14. Parkinson’s Petrel (background) with two Flesh-footed Shearwaters (foreground). Note the petrel’s blacker plumage; stouter, shorter, and pale-yellowish
bill; and black legs. Compare its head and bill proportions with those of Westland Petrel (Figs. 9, 10). Hauraki Gulf, New Zealand; 7 December 2004. © Steve N. G. Howell.

Fig. W15. Parkinson’s Petrel with
Flesh-footed Shearwaters. Can you
spot the petrel? It's the rear bird to the

left of the Great-winged Petrel (with
the thick black bill and whitish
face)—hey, where did that come
from? Note the overall similarity in size
of these three all-dark tubenose
species. Hauraki Gulf, New Zealand; 7
December 2004. © Steve N. G. Howell.

64-w7

BIRDING « NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2006



WWW. AMERICANBIRDING.ORG

Fig. W16. Flesh-footed Shearwater.
Relative to Parkinson’s Petrel (Figs. 11,
12, W11-W13), the shearwater is paler
and browner with a thinner bill (which is
pink, not yellowish) and a longer tail
(hence, a shorter wing projection). Hau-
raki Gulf, New Zealand; 7 December 2004.
© Steve N. G. Howell.

Fig. W17. White-chinned Petrel. This

individual, with its inner four primaries
shed, is well ahead of the normal molt
schedule for White-chinned Petrel, and
could be taken for a Westland Petrel on
this feature alone (e.g., Fig. 17). The
pale-tipped bill points toward White-
chinned, and one can imagine some
white chin feathering, and the head
looks a little small... But unless seen and
photographed well, some birds may be
best left in the notebook as “Procellaria
sp.” Off Valparaiso, Chile; 1 November
2005. © Steve N. G. Howell.
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Fig. W18. Parkinson’s Petrel. Note the
relatively small head and bill, the latter
looking relatively pale, without a boldly
contrasting black tip. The jaeger-like
“tail” is formed by the toes projecting be-
yond the tail tip; the toes can be pulled
in, however, as with all Procellaria pe-
trels, e.g., Fig. 20. The long wings are ex-
aggerated by the angle of this photo-
graph. Hauraki Gulf, New Zealand; 7
December 2004. © Steve N. G. Howell.

Fig. W19. White-chinned Petrel.
This bird shows a white chin patch at
or near the maximum in extent; such

birds are more frequent in the At-
lantic and Indian Oceans than in the
Pacific. Note the “all-pale” bill. North
of Tristan da Cunha, South Atlantic; 4
April 2002. © Steve N. G. Howell.
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Fig. W20. White-chinned Petrel in a
typical at-sea view—an all-dark petrel
with an “all-pale” bill; the white chin is
not discernable. Note the relatively small
and rounded head, unlike the large blocky
head of Westland Petrel. South of Tristan
da Cunha, South Atlantic; 27 March 2002.
© Steve N. G. Howell.

Fig. W21. Westland Petrel. The blocky
head and very stout, black-tipped bill
identify this bird to species; note also

the wing-molt timing, which is wrong
for Parkinson’s Petrel. The whitish
marks on each wing probably represent
very faded and frayed secondaries that
were retained in the last molt and are
thus a year older than the other wing
feathers. Kaikoura, New Zealand; 10 De-
cember 2004. © Steve N. G. Howell.
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