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IInn tthhiiss iissssuuee:: California is a land of contrasts

and extremes, of austere beauty, of massive

environmental challenges. And few California

landscapes better exemplify these contrasts and

challenges than beleaguered Mono Lake at the

eastern foot of the Sierra Nevada. Our cover image

of a California Gull colony was photographed at

Mono Lake in May 1997 by © B. “Moose” Peterson.

Does this photo of birder Annie Alexander bring to mind the mod-
ern birding scene in California? See article, p. 38, to learn more
about Alexander’s contributions to our present-day birding culture.
© Archives, University of California Museum of Paleontology, Berkeley.
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