
2 Winging It • July/August 20072

Copyright © 2007 by the American Birding Association, Inc. All rights
reserved. The opinions expressed by authors do not necessarily repre-
sent the views of this publication or of the ABA.

Winging It (ISSN #1042-511X) (USPS 003-289) is published
bimonthly by the American Birding Association, Inc., 4945 N. 30th
Street, Ste 200., Colorado Springs, CO 80919. Periodicals postage
paid at Lebanon Junction, KY, and additional mailing offices. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to Winging It, 4945 N. 30th Street,
Ste. 200, Colorado Springs, CO 80919. (Individual membership: $45
per year; includes $12 for Winging It and $33 for Birding magazine.)
Return postage guaranteed: Send undeliverable copies and POD
Forms 3579 to 4945 N. 30th Street, Suite 200, Colorado Springs, CO
80919-3151. For Canadian returns mail to WDS, Station A, P. O. Box
54, Windsor ON N9A 6J5. GST Registration No. R135943454. Cana-
dian Publications Agreement No. 40033104.

• The American Birding Association aims to inspire all people to enjoy
and protect wild birds.

• The American Birding Association represents the North American
birding community and supports birders through publications, con-
ferences, workshops, tours, partnerships, and networks.

• The ABA’s education programs promote birding skills, ornithological
knowledge, and the development of a conservation ethic.

• The ABA encourages birders to apply their skills to help conserve
birds and their habitats, and we represent the interests of birders in
planning and legislative arenas.

• ABA Sales, (800) 634-7736, supplies birders with tools, equipment,
and accessories to make their birding more enjoyable.

We welcome all birders as members.

Editor:
Rick Wright

Design:
Ed Rother

Production:
Bryan Patrick

Address editorial correspondence to:
Winging It

PO Box 36983
Tucson, AZ 85740-6983

Freight address:
251 East Rudasill Road

Tucson, AZ 85704-6024
winging@aba.org

(520) 544-7502

You can join the ABA, learn more about
us and our programs, and access a wide

range of birding links on our website:
<www.americanbirding.org>

Pitchforks, Porchlights, and Hope
BY RICK WRIGHT, WINGING IT EDITOR

It’s been two millennia now since Horace reminded us that though
we throw nature out with a pitchfork, it just keeps coming back.

The Roman poet meant human nature, of course, and his observa-
tion was a cynical one: leopards and spots, old dogs and new tricks.
But knowing that doesn’t stop me from understanding the apho-
rism in my own way.

Birders know that the Sonoran desert, in spite of its name, is a
place full of life. In the summertime, that life can get a bit pushy.
Cactus Wrens and kissing bugs wander in through open windows,
spiny lizards and scorpions scuttle inside the front door. And every
day I sweep great piles of twigs off the front porch and consider
whether I should replace my broom with a pitchfork.

The White-winged Doves build their messy nests in the big
mesquite, but the Mourning Doves, smaller, more trusting, and just
as untidy, have taken a shine to the copper shade on our porchlight.
My compulsive sweeping, and the regular traffic in and out the
front door, is usually enough to discourage them. But as soon as I
turn my back for a few days, nature comes back, and I return to find
big dove eyes staring at me as if I were the intruder.

And so the porchlight stays dark for a couple of weeks, and we
use the back door, and the mad flutter of wings takes years off the
life of innocent UPS men. But it’s all worth it when the reptilian
faces of tiny doves peek over the edge of the nest, and we find hope
in this demonstration that nature goes on without us, in spite of us.

There is hope on a different scale, too, in the good news that the
Bald Eagle, that overburdened symbol, has recovered sufficiently to
be removed from the federal endangered species list. Thanks to the
efforts of hundreds, thousands of conservationists, the cessation of
widespread poisoning, shooting, and harassment over the last 40
years has let the population grow to nearly 10,000 pairs in the
lower 48. All it took was the will to put down our pitchforks.

I worry, though, that that may not be enough to fight the con-
servation battles of the next half century. Just as the eagle was
declared safe, the US Fish and Wildlife Service announced that 10
of the world’s 17 penguin species were candidates for listing as
threatened or endangered. We can stop overfishing and we can
work to reduce marine pollution, but the rest may not be as easy
as tiptoeing around Mourning Doves or letting Bald Eagles go
unshot. The threat posed to our world and its birds by climate
change may well require not that we lay our pitchforks down, but
that we beat them into swords.
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