
2 Winging It • May/June 20072

Copyright © 2007 by the American Birding Association, Inc. All rights
reserved. The opinions expressed by authors do not necessarily repre-
sent the views of this publication or of the ABA.

Winging It (ISSN #1042-511X) (USPS 003-289) is published
bimonthly by the American Birding Association, Inc., 4945 N. 30th
Street, Ste 200., Colorado Springs, CO 80919. Periodicals postage
paid at Lebanon Junction, KY, and additional mailing offices. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to Winging It, 4945 N. 30th Street,
Ste. 200, Colorado Springs, CO 80919. (Individual membership: $45
per year; includes $12 for Winging It and $33 for Birding magazine.)
Return postage guaranteed: Send undeliverable copies and POD
Forms 3579 to 4945 N. 30th Street, Suite 200, Colorado Springs, CO
80919-3151. For Canadian returns mail to WDS, Station A, P. O. Box
54, Windsor ON N9A 6J5. GST Registration No. R135943454. Cana-
dian Publications Agreement No. 40033104.

• The American Birding Association aims to inspire all people to enjoy
and protect wild birds.

• The American Birding Association represents the North American
birding community and supports birders through publications, con-
ferences, workshops, tours, partnerships, and networks.

• The ABA’s education programs promote birding skills, ornithological
knowledge, and the development of a conservation ethic.

• The ABA encourages birders to apply their skills to help conserve
birds and their habitats, and we represent the interests of birders in
planning and legislative arenas.

• ABA Sales, (800) 634-7736, supplies birders with tools, equipment,
and accessories to make their birding more enjoyable.

We welcome all birders as members.

Editor:
Rick Wright

Design:
Ed Rother

Production:
Bryan Patrick

Address editorial correspondence to:
Winging It

PO Box 36983
Tucson, AZ 85740-6983

Freight address:
251 East Rudasill Road

Tucson, AZ 85704-6024
winging@aba.org

(520) 544-7502

You can join the ABA, learn more about
us and our programs, and access a wide

range of birding links on our website:
<www.americanbirding.org>

Ivory and Wood
BY RICK WRIGHT, WINGING IT EDITOR

Most of us, I think, bird abroad for the thrill of the new and
the different: manakins, hoopoes, birds of paradises still

unlost. But there is a deeper pleasure sometimes in encounter-
ing “our” birds or their relatives on new turf. This winter in
Guatemala, even while my head was spinning with lifer after
exotic lifer, there was a special satisfaction in watching Magno-
lia Warblers move through tropical trees I could not even begin
to identify.

Away-from-home birding also provides rare opportunities
to contextualize birds we might be used to thinking of as
unique, even peculiar. Verdins somehow make better sense
after an afternoon spent watching Eurasian Penduline Tits, and
a spring morning on a rocky Mediterranean field makes us
wiser by far the next time we see a Horned Lark.

My Guatemalan eye-opener was a Pale-billed Woodpecker,
blithely destroying a tree at Tikal, oblivious to the curious and
the admiring gathered below. For birders from the north, see-
ing this species or its congeners in the tropics is always bitter-
sweet. For the Pale-billed Woodpecker, which ranges north to
southernmost Sonora, is a member of the genus Campephilus,
like the two great extinct woodpeckers of North America: the
Ivory-billed and the Imperial.

Just three human generations ago, I might have sat under a
tree in the American southeast or the Mexican northwest
watching a different Campephilus strike fear into the hearts of
bark grubs. But we gave our woodpeckers up, the price we were
willing to pay for furniture veneers and ammunition boxes.

Things seem to be different in Guatemala, and the country
is taking advantage of its chance to do things right. Inevitably,
there are pressures for development and exploitation, but
admirably, enviably, there are equally clear voices calling for

conservation. Careful and concerted efforts are underway to
make the country a prime destination for international travel-
ers interested in nature and culture, and there is every sign
that the resources this small and beautiful country is so richly
blessed with will be preserved for the enjoyment, and the
nourishment, of residents and visitors alike.

I took it as the best possible sign that among the generous
gifts given me by my new Guatemalan friends was a wood
product. Not a sewing machine case, not an ordnance chest,
but a miniature bright-eyed woodpecker, made and given not
in commemoration of a bird that is gone but in celebration of
the birding that is to be.

Pale-billed Woodpecker. Wood and paint by C. Enrique España, Antigua, Guatemala.


