On the cover: Some birds just make history. This adult Ross’s Gull was discov-
ered by veteran Regional Editor Guy McCaskie at Red Hill marina, at the south
end of Salton Sea, California 17 November 2006; it remained to be enjoyed only
for one more day (here 18 November). By far, this bird was the southernmost of
its species reported anywhere in the world—and, naturally, California’s first.
Photograph by Larry Sansone.
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