In this issue: Avian hybrids are frequent, but the mat-
ter of hybridization has been swept under the rug by
many birders and ornithologists. What sorts of environ-
mental conditions favor hybridization? Which taxa are
especially prone to hybridization? How can birders rec-
ognize hybrids? We explore these questions in this issue
of Birding. Cover art: Black-necked Stilt (rear), American Avocet
(middle), and “Avostilt” hybrid (front). Watercolor and gouache on
Bristol board by © Darryl Wheye / Science Art—Birds.
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